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INTRODUCTION

SENIOR SCHOOL
(YEARS 10-12)

PARENT INFORMATION
SESSIONS

This curriculum handbook has
been prepared to inform
students and parents/guardians
of the year 10 - 12 subjects
available at IQRA College in 2022.

IQRA College recognises that by
the time students reach Senior
School they are approaching
young adulthood and have
changing needs. By this time,
they are ready to take more
responsibility for their own
learning, to use initiative and
to work independently. Senior
School students are stretched,
in order to build on their
potential, and are challenged by
endless learning possibilities.

Information sessions with staff
are held throughout the year.
This is an opportunity for parents
to meet the coordinators and
teachers to discuss any
queries or concerns they may
have regarding their
son/daughter’s progress.

We hope this document will help
students make informed
decisions with regard to their
subject choices that are in line
with their goals in life after school.
For further information regarding
course selection and career
pathways, please contact the
school’s SACE Coordinator,
Ms Helen Bhatia at
helen.bhatia@iqracollege.sa.edu.au

At 1QRA, we offer a range of
subjects in the Senior School,
allowing students to achieve
their goals and reach their
desired career pathway. The
wide variety of subjects provide
the required background for
entrance to university and TAFE
study. Our students are
encouraged to reach for their
dreams and to take on
challenges in their study and life.
As our senior students move
to greater independence and
responsibility for their learning,
they foster with their teachers
a relationship built on trust,
respect and collaboration.
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The Senior School team
members work together to look
after the wellbeing, behaviour
and academic progress of all
senior students. IQRA College
is a place of energy, enthusiasm
and purpose; we aim to make
the students’ time at IQRA
enjoyable as well as
academically challenging.
Coordinators, and teaching staff
work together to provide
support and advice for all
students and to respond to those
experiencing difficulties. We
encourage parents to work in
partnership with us to support
the development and progress
of the students.

BUILDING
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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN
CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION
SACE Information

The compulsory subjects are

Minimum Requirements Credits

The SACE is an internationally
recognised qualification.

• Personal Learning Plan (10
credits at Stage 1)

To pass the SACE, students
undertake Stage 1 and Stage 2,
which most students complete
over three years. The usual.
pattern is shown below:

• Literacy - at least 20 credits
from English (Stage 1)

To achieve the SACE, students
must finish the compulsory and
Stage 2 subjects with minimum
of ‘C’.

• Stage 1 which most students
complete in Year 11, apart from
the Personal Learning Plan, which
most students do in Year 10
• Stage 2 which most students
complete in Year 12.
At IQRA College the Personal
Learning Plan is undertaken in
Year 10. The Year 10 students
will also have the opportunity
to study subjects that will offer
40-50 SACE credits by the end of
their academic year.
Each subject or course
successfully completed earns
‘credits’ towards the SACE, with a
minimum of 200 credits required
to gain an ATAR.
Students will receive a grade
from A to E for each Stage 1
subject and A+ to E- at Stage
2. For compulsory subjects they
must achieve a C grade or better.

• Numeracy - at least 10
credits from Mathematics
subjects (Stage 1)
• Research Project - an in-depth
major project (10 credits at
Stage 2)
• Other Stage 2 subjects
totalling at least 60 credits.
The remaining 90 credits can be
gained through additional Stage
1 subjects.
To get an ATAR, you need to
finish 80 credits of Stage 2
subjects apart from Research
project with the highest 60
credits to be counted towards
the ATAR.

• Personal Learning Plan (10
credits at Stage 1)
• Literacy - from a range of
English subjects or courses (20
credits at Stage 1 or Stage 2)
• Numeracy - from a range of
mathematics subjects or courses
(10 credits at Stage 1 or Stage 2)
• Research Project - an in-depth
major project (10 credits at Stage
2)
• Other Stage 2 subjects and/or
courses totaling at least 60
credits. Students must also
choose from a range of Stage
1 subjects or courses worth 90
credits.
*Students who obtain grades
lower than a ‘C’ grade will not
meet SACE requirements to
get an ATAR.
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SACE REQUIREMENTS
‘C’ Grade or better

Stage 2 Research
Project 10 Credits

‘C-’ Grade or better

Stage 1 or Stage 2
Numeracy 10 Credits

Stage 2 Subjects
and/or Courses
60 Credits

Stage 1 or Stage 2
Literacy 20 Credits

Stage 1
Personal Learning Plan
10 Credits

SACE = 200 Credits
Requirements Stage 1
= 10 Credits
Requirements Stage 1 or Stage 2
= 30 Credits

Stage 1 or Stage 2
Subject and/or
Courses 90 Credits
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Requirements Stage 2
= 70 Credits
Additional Choices
= 90 Credits

ASSESSMENT
& REPORTING

STAGE 1 OVERVIEW

Assessment and reporting in the
SACE are based on performance
standards. These standards
describe in detail the level of
achievement required for each
grade, from A to E for Stage 1,
and from A+ to E- for Stage 2.
Teachers and assessors will use
these standards to decide how
well a student has demonstrated
their learning.

At Stage 1, schools assess
student performance. The SACE
Board will approve learning
and assessment plans for
Stage 1 subjects. The SACE
Board will moderate the Personal
Learning Plan and the English
and Mathematics subjects at the
C/D borderline. The Board will
also undertake some
monitoring of student results to
ensure consistent application of
performance standards.

BUILDING
THE FUTURE.

SACE GLOSSARY
SACE Board: The State body,
independent of either the
Education Department or
tertiary institutions, with the
specific responsibility for the
administration of the assessment
and issuing of the SACE.

Stage 1: The first stage of the
SACE - This will typically be
started in Year 10 and completed
during Year 11.
Stage 2: The second stage of
the SACE - This will be
undertaken in Year 12.
Semester/ Credits: Half-year
(one semester) SACE Stage 1
subjects are designated to
occupy 60 hours of programmed
learning time, which equals 10
credits. A full-year subject equals
20 credits.

SATAC: South Australian Tertiary
Admissions Centre - the body
that accepts all applications to
universities or TAFE.
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SA UNIVERSITY
BONUS SCHEME

CHANGES FROM 2017
ONWARDS
The three South Australian
universities, Flinders University,
The University of Adelaide and
the University of South Australia,
have replaced previous equity
and subject bonus schemes with
two new bonus schemes. These
new schemes are the SA
Universities Equity Scheme and
the SA Language, Literacy and
Mathematics Bonus Scheme.
Any bonuses applied by the
universities will continue to be
added to the university
aggregate from which Selection
Ranks are calculated. The SA
Universities Equity Scheme
awards up to 5 bonus points for
eligible students, and the SA
Language, Literacy and
Mathematics Bonus Scheme
awards 2 or 4 points for eligible
students. An individual student
can receive a maximum of 9
bonus points under both
schemes.
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THE SA UNIVERSITIES
EQUITY SCHEME
The SA Universities Equity
Scheme will provide bonuses in
two ways: bonuses for all
students in certain specified
schools and bonuses for
individuals in other schools.

SCHOOL-BASED BONUSES
Schools attracting bonuses will
be identified on an annual basis
when data for all criteria become
available in May/June. Students
will not need to apply for a
school-based bonus - any such
bonuses will automatically be
applied by SATAC in the
calculation of students’ Selection
Ranks.

INDIVIDUAL BONUSES
All students in other schools will
be able to make an application
under the Scheme to
demonstrate their individual
disadvantage. Students will be
able to apply for consideration
under the SA Universities Equity
Scheme for teaching periods
commencing in 2017 by
completing an online application
at www.satac.edu.au from the
beginning of August 2017 in the
previous year (i.e., during Year
12). Applications for the Scheme
will not be available from the
universities’ websites.
The SA Language, Literacy and
Mathematics Bonus Scheme
The Scheme encourages
students to strengthen their
preparation for university studies
by undertaking a language other
than English, or specified English
and Mathematics subjects.

BUILDING
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The Scheme will apply to all
courses offered by Flinders
University, the University of
Adelaide and University of South
Australia except:
Charles Darwin University:
• 114831 Bachelor of Clinical
Science/Doctor of Medicine
Flinders University:
• 214941 Bachelor of Clinical
Sciences/Doctor of Medicine
The University of Adelaide:
• 314552 Bachelor of Medicine/
Bachelor of Surgery
• 324491 Bachelor of Science
(Veterinary Bioscience)

In this Scheme, candidates will
be awarded two points, up to a
total maximum of four points,
for successfully completing a
subject in any one of these four
categories:
• 20 credits of a LOTE in the
Languages Learning Area
• English Literary Studies or
English
• Mathematical. Methods
• Specialist Mathematics
Successful completion is defined
as gaining an overall grade of
C- or better.
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SUBJECTS AT IQRA COLLEGE
Subjects offered at IQRA College
YEAR 10
The following 2022 subjects will be offered for Year 10 at IQRA College:
• English or English as an Additional Language or Dialect (EALD) - Two semesters
• Mathematics (Normal & Advanced levels) - Two semesters
• Science - Two semesters
• Arabic - Two semesters		
• Health and Physical Education - Two semesters
• Digital Technologies/STREAM - Two semesters
• Personal Learning Plan
SACE Stage 1		
• Subject Choice (Semester 1)
SACE Stage 1		
• Spiritualities, Religion, and Meaning (10 credits per Semester)
SACE Stage 1		
• Research Practices (Semester 2)
SACE Stage 1		
• One subject selection available from the area of Language and Humanities & Social
Sciences (at Stage 1 - 10 Credits) is Arabic (Continuers)

10 Credits
10 Credits
20 Credits
10 Credits

Subject selection to be considered at Year 11 & 12
YEAR 11 (SACE STAGE 1)

YEAR 12 (SACE STAGE 2)

English
English
• EAL/D (20 Credits)
• EAL/D (20 Credits)
• English (20 Credits)
• English (20 Credits)
Languages/Humanities & Social Sciences:
Languages/ Humanities & Social Sciences:
• Arabic (Continuers) (20 Credits)
• Arabic (Continuers) (20 Credits)
• Business and Innovation (10 or 20 Credits)
• Business and Innovation (20 Credits)
• Child Studies (10 or 20 Credits)
• Child Studies (20 Credits)
• Digital Technology (10 or 20 Credits)
• Digital Technology (20 Credits)
• Health and Wellbeing (10 or 20 Credits)
• Health and Wellbeing (20 Credits)
• Integrated Learning (10 or 20 Credits)
• Legal Studies (20 Credits)
• Legal Studies (10 or 20 Credits)
• Modern History (20 Credits)
• Modern History (10 or 20 Credits)
• Psychology (20 Credits)
• Psychology (10 or 20 Credits)
• Visual Arts (20 Credits)
• Visual Arts (10 or 20 Credits)
Business, Enterprise & Technology
Business, Enterprise & Technology
• Business Innovation (20 Credits)
• Business Innovation (20 Credits)
Science
Science
• Biology (20 Credits)
• Biology (10 or 20 Credits)
• Chemistry (20 Credits)
• Chemistry (10 or 20 Credits)
• Physics (20 Credits)
• Physics (10 or 20 Credits)
Mathematics
Mathematics
• General Mathematics (20 Credits)
• General Mathematics (10 or 20 Credits)
• Mathematical Methods (20 Credits)
• Mathematical Methods (10 or 20 Credits)
• Specialist Mathematics (20 Credits)
• Specialist Mathematics (10 or 20 Credits)
Cross-disciplinary
Cross-disciplinary
• Integrated Learning (20 Credits)
• Research Project (Stage 2) (10 Credits)
Religious Education
• Spiritualities, Religion, and Meaning (Stage 2 - 20 Credits)
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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN
CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION
Spiritualities, Religion
and Meaning
Spiritualities, Religion and
Meaning is a compulsory full
year subject taught in Year 10
(10 credits) and for year 10, 11
and 12, a combination of Islamic
studies and Quranic
studies are undertaken.
Research Project
The Research Project is a Stage
2 subject that all SACE students
undertake. The subject is worth
10 credits, and students need
to achieve a C- grade or higher
to achieve their SACE. There are
two Research Project options Research Project A and Research
Project B. Both Research Project
A and Research Project B are
included as part of a student’s
ATAR.
The Research Project enables
students to:
• Undertake in-depth research
and study a topic of personal
interest.
• Develop skills in planning,
research, analysis and
communication.
• Gain experience of
tertiary-style study through selfdirected learning.
Other Stage 2 Requirements
In addition to the Research
Project, students must achieve at
least 80 credits in their choice of
Stage 2 subjects or courses.
Students wishing to apply for
university entry must also meet
some other requirements.

Stage 2 Assessment
At Stage 2, assessment will be
70% school-based, with the
remainder assessed externally.
Central moderation will confirm
that school-based assessment
levels are consistent with each
subject’s performance standards.

TAFE entry
Completion of the SACE can
meet the Minimum Entry
Requirements for most of TAFE
SA’s courses. TAFE also
considers a variety of other
qualifications in its entry and
selection processes.

University and TAFE entry
Comprehensive information is
available from the South
Australian Tertiary Admissions
Centre (SATAC) and is detailed
in its online booklet Tertiary
Entrance in South Australia and
the Northern Territory.

Minimum Entry Requirements
differ according to the level
of the TAFE course. Further
information is available from
the Careers/SACE Coordinator.

University entry
To obtain a university aggregate
and an Australian Tertiary
Admission Rank (ATAR) a
student must:
• Qualify for the SACE
• Comply with the rules
regarding precluded
combinations
• Comply with the rules
regarding counting restrictions
• Complete at least 90 credits
of study in Tertiary Admissions
Subjects (TAS) and Recognised
Studies at Stage 2 from a
maximum of three attempts.

Careers Education
Guest speakers, university
and TAFE visits and individual
counselling sessions are
arranged to help students with
decisions regarding subject
choices and career pathways.
The Careers/SACE Coordinator
is available to assist with
appropriate subject choices,
beginning in year 10.

Students who intend applying
to the University of Adelaide,
Flinders University or UniSA
should check the bonus points
scheme that is currently in place.
Each of these universities
offers bonus points for a range
of Stage 2 subjects. Please check
with the Head of High School or
the university websites.
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SACE
STAGE 1
SUBJECTS

SACE STAGE 1

SUBJECT:

Arabic (Continuers)
___

___

Semester or Full year subject
Credits: 10 or 20

Learning area: Languages
Prerequisites: Year 10 Arabic

The study of Arabic
contributes to the overall
education of students, most
particularly in the area of
communication and writing,
but also in the area of crosscultural understanding,
cognitive development,
literacy, and general knowledge.
It provides access to the culture
of the Arabic communities and
promotes understanding of
different attitudes and values
within the wider Australian
community and beyond. The
language to be studied and
assessed is modern standard
Arabic.

CONTENT

ASSESSMENT

• The Individual: Personal World,
Family and Friends, Education
and Aspirations, Health.

The following assessment types
enable students to demonstrate
their learning in Stage 1
Arabic at continuers’ level:

• The Arabic Speaking
Communities: Lifestyle, Culture
and Traditions, Arabic Civilisation
• The Changing World: Social
Issues, The Natural World, The
World of Work.

• Assessment Type 1: Interaction
(20%)
• Assessment Type 2: Text
Production (20%)
• Assessment Type 3: Text
Analysis (20%)
• Assessment Type 4:
Investigation (40%)
For a 10-credit subject, students
should provide evidence of
learning through four
assessments tasks.
An Examination (oral and written)
will be conducted at the end of
each semester.
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SACE STAGE 1

SUBJECT:

Biology
___

___

Semester or Full year subject
Credits: 10 or 20

Learning area: Sciences
Prerequisites: High ‘C’ grade or better recommended in
Year 10 Science

The study of Biology is
constructed around inquiry
into and application of
understanding the diversity
of life as it has evolved, the
structure and function of living
things, and how they interact
with their own and other species
and their environments.

Students explore the dynamic
nature of biological science
and the complex ways in which
science interacts with society,
to think critically and creatively
about possible scientific
approaches to solving everyday
and complex problems and
challenges. They explore how
biologists work with other
scientists to develop new
understanding and insights, and
produce innovative solutions
to problems and challenges
in local, national, and global
contexts, and apply their
learning from these approaches
to their own scientific thinking.

Students investigate biological
systems and their interactions,
from the perspectives of energy,
control, structure and function,
change, and exchange in
microscopic cellular structures
and processes, through to
macroscopic ecosystem
dynamics. These investigations
allow students to extend
the skills, knowledge, and
understanding that enable them
to explore and explain everyday
observations, find solutions to
biological issues and problems,
and understand how biological
science impacts on their lives,
society, and the environment.
They apply their understanding
of the interconnectedness of
biological systems to evaluate
the impact of human activity on
the natural world.
In their study of Biology,
students inquire into and explain
biological phenomena and draw
evidence-based conclusions
from their investigations
into biology-related issues,
developments, and innovations.
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In Biology, students integrate
and apply a range of
understanding, inquiry, and
scientific thinking skills that
encourage and inspire them to
contribute their own solutions
to current and future problems
and challenges. Students also
pursue scientific pathways, for
example, in medical research,
veterinary science, food and
marine sciences, agriculture,
biotechnology, environmental
rehabilitation, biosecurity,
quarantine, conservation, and
ecotourism.

ASSESSMENT
• Assessment Type 1:
Investigations Folio
• Assessment Type 2: Skills and
Applications Tasks.
For a 10-credit subject,
students provide evidence
of their learning through four
assessments. Each assessment
type should have a weighting of
at least 20%.
Students complete:
• At least one practical
investigation
• One investigation with a
focus on science as a human
endeavour
• At least one skills and
applications task.
For a 20-credit subject,
students provide evidence of
their learning through eight
assessments. Each assessment
type should have a weighting of
at least 20%.
Students complete:
• At least two practical
investigations
• Two sciences as a human
endeavour investigations
• At least two skills and
applications tasks.
For both the 10-credit and
20-credit subjects, at least one
assessment should involve
collaborative work.

SACE STAGE 1

SUBJECT:

Business Innovation
___

___

Semester or Full year subject
Credits: 10 or 20

Learning area: Business, Enterprise & Technology

At Stage 1, students begin to
develop the knowledge, skills,
and understandings to engage
in business contexts in the
modern world. They consider
the opportunities and challenges
associated with start-up and
existing businesses and consider
how digital and emerging
technologies may present
opportunities to enhance
business models and analyse the
responsibilities and impact of
proposed business models on
global and local communities.

ASSESSMENT
The following assessment types
enable students to demonstrate
their learning in Stage 1 Business
Innovation:
• Assessment Type 1: Business
Skills
• Assessment Type 2: Business
Pitch.
For a 10-credit subject, students
should provide evidence of
their learning through four
assessments. Each assessment
type should have a weighting of
at least 20%. Students undertake:
• Three business skills tasks, one
of which is a business model
summary
• One business pitch.
For a 20-credit subject, students
should provide evidence of
their learning through eight
assessments. Each assessment
type should have a weighting of
at least 20%. Students undertake:
• Six business skills tasks, two
of which are business model
summaries
• Two business pitches.
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SACE STAGE 1

SUBJECT:

Chemistry
___

___

Semester or Full year subject
Credits: 10 or 20

Learning area: Sciences
Prerequisites: High ‘C’ grade or better recommended in
Year 10 Science

Science inquiry skills and
science as a human endeavour
are integral to students’
learning in this subject and
are interwoven through the
science understanding, which is
organised into six topics.

ASSESSMENT

In their study of these topics,
students develop and extend
their understanding of some of
the fundamental principles and
concepts of chemistry, including
structure, bonding, polarity,
solubility, acid-base reactions,
and redox. These are introduced
in the individual topics, with the
mole concept and some energy
concepts introduced gradually
throughout these topics.
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The following assessment types
enable students to demonstrate
their learning in Stage 1
Chemistry:
• Assessment Type 1:
Investigations Folio.
• Assessment Type 2: Skills and
Applications Tasks.
For a 10-credit subject,
students provide evidence
of their learning through four
assessments. Each assessment
type should have a weighting of
at least 20%.
Students complete:
• At least one practical
investigation.
• One investigation with a
focus on science as a human
endeavour.
• At least one skills and
applications task.

For a 20-credit subject,
students provide evidence of
their learning through eight
assessments. Each assessment
type should have a weighting of
at least 20%.
Students complete:
• At least two practical
investigations
• Two investigations with a
focus on science as a human
endeavour
• At least two skills and
applications tasks.
For both the 10-credit and
20-credit subjects, at least one
assessment should involve
collaborative work.

SACE STAGE 1

SUBJECT:

Child Studies
___

___

Semester or Full year subject
Credits: 10 or 20

Learning area: Humanities and Social Sciences

Students explore the period of
childhood from conception to
eight years, and issues related
to the growth, health and wellbeing of children.

ASSESSMENT

They examine the diverse
range of values and beliefs
about childhood and the
care of children, the nature of
contemporary families and the
changing roles of children in a
contemporary consumer society.

The following assessment types
enable students to demonstrate
their learning in Stage 1 Child
Studies:
Assessment Type 1: Practical
Activity
Assessment Type 2: Group
Activity
Assessment Type 3:
Investigation.
For a 10-credit subject, students
should provide evidence of
their learning through four
assessments. Each assessment
type should have a weighting of
at least 20%. Students undertake
at least one assessment from
each assessment type.
For a 20-credit subject, students
should provide evidence of their
learning through seven or eight
assessments. Each assessment
type should have a weighting of
at least 20%. Students undertake
at least two assessments from
each assessment type.
For each practical activity,
students undertake either an
action plan or a research task.
For each group activity, students
undertake an action plan and/or
a research task. Students should
undertake at least one action
plan and at least one research
task.
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SACE STAGE 1

SUBJECT:

Digital Technologies
___

___

Semester or Full year subject
Credits: 10 or 20

Learning area: Business, Enterprise & Technology

At Stage 1, students develop
and apply their skills in
computational thinking and in
program design. They follow
agile practices and/or iterative
engineering design processes.
Learning environments in
Digital Technologies may
include physical, online, and/or
simulated spaces.
Digital Technologies promotes
learning through initiative,
collaboration, creativity, and
communication using project
and inquiry-based approaches.

ASSESSMENT
The following assessment types
enable students to demonstrate
their learning in Stage 1 Digital
Technologies.
• Assessment Type 1: Project
Skills
• Assessment Type 2: Digital
Solution
For a 10-credit subject,
students provide evidence
of their learning through four
assessments. Each assessment
type should have a weighting of
at least 20%. Students undertake:
• At least two project skills tasks
• At least one digital solution.
Students must have the
opportunity to work
collaboratively in at least one
assessment.
For a 20-credit subject,
students provide evidence of
their learning through eight
assessments. Each assessment
type should have a weighting of
at least 20%. Students undertake:
• At least four project skills tasks
• At least two digital solutions.
Students must have the
opportunity to work
collaboratively in at least two
assessments.
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SACE STAGE 1

SUBJECT:

English
___

___

Semester or Full year subject
Credits: 10 or 20
Learning area: English

Learning area: English
Prerequisites: Year 10 English

In English students analyse
the interrelationship of author,
text, and audience with an
emphasis on how language and
stylistic features shape ideas
and perspectives in a range of
contexts. They consider social,
cultural, economic, historical,
and/or political perspectives in
texts and their representation
of human experience and the
world.

ASSESSMENT

Students explore how the
purpose of a text is achieved
through application of text
conventions and stylistic choices
to position the audience
to respond to ideas and
perspectives. An understanding
of purpose, audience, and
context is applied in students’
own creation of imaginative,
interpretive, analytical, and
persuasive texts that may be
written, oral, and/or multimodal.
Students have opportunities to
reflect on their personal values
and those of other people by
responding to aesthetic and
cultural aspects of texts from the
contemporary world, from the
past, and from Australian and
other cultures.

The following assessment types
enable students to demonstrate
their learning in Stage 1 English:
• Assessment Type 1:
Responding to Texts
• Assessment Type 2: Creating
Texts
• Assessment Type 3: Intertextual
Study
For a 10-credit subject, students
should provide evidence
of their learning through
four assessments, with at least
one assessment from each
assessment type. At least
one assessment should be an
oral or multimodal presentation,
and at least one should be in
written form. Each assessment
type should have a weighting of
at least 20%.
For a 20-credit subject, students
should provide evidence
of their learning through
eight assessments, with at least
two assessments from each
assessment type. At least two
assessments should be oral or
multimodal presentations, and
at least two should be in written
form. Each assessment type
should have a weighting of at
least 20%.
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SACE STAGE 1

SUBJECT:

English as an additional language
___

___

Semester or Full year subject
Credits: 10 or 20

Learning area: English

English as an Additional
Language is designed for
students for whom English
is a second language or
an additional language or
dialect. These students have
had different experiences in
English and one or more other
languages. Students who study
this subject come from diverse
personal, educational, and
cultural backgrounds.

ASSESSMENT
The following assessment types
enable students to demonstrate
their learning in Stage 1 English
as an Additional Language:
• Assessment Type 1:
Responding to Texts
• Assessment Type 2: Interactive
Study
• Assessment Type 3: Language
Study.
For a 10-credit subject, students
should provide evidence of
their learning through four
assessments. Each assessment
type should have a weighting of
at least 20%.
For a 20-credit subject, students
should provide evidence of
their learning through eight
assessments. Each assessment
type should have a weighting of
at least 20%.
It is anticipated that from 2018
all assessments (written, oral, and
multimodal) will be submitted
electronically.
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SACE STAGE 1

SUBJECT:

General Mathematics
___

___

Semester or Full year subject
Credits: 10 or 20

Learning area: Mathematics
Prerequisites: ‘C’ grade or better recommended in
Year 10 Mathematics

General Mathematics extends
students’ mathematical
skills in ways that apply to
practical problem solving and
mathematical modelling in
everyday contexts.
A problem-based approach is
integral to the development
of mathematical skills and
the associated key ideas in
this subject. Topics studied
cover a range of applications
of mathematics, including
personal financial management,
measurement and trigonometry,
the statistical investigation
process, modelling using linear
functions and exponential
functions. In this subject there is
an emphasis on consolidating
students’ computational and
algebraic skills and expanding
their ability to reason and
analyse mathematically.

The successful study of this
subject can provide pathways
into careers pertaining to
Retail, Office Management,
Small Business, Tourism and
Hospitality, Nursing and
Paramedical areas.

ASSESSMENT

Successful completion of
General Mathematics at Stage
2 prepares students for entry
to tertiary courses requiring a
non-specialised background in
mathematics.

Stage 1 Mathematics allows
students to achieve the
numeracy requirement of the
SACE. Students who achieve a
C grade or better in this subject
meet the compulsory numeracy
requirement.

Students demonstrate evidence
of their Learning through the
following assessment types:
• Skills Assessment Tasks
• Folio Tasks

The capabilities for this
subject are literacy, numeracy,
information and communication
technology (ICT) capability,
critical and creative thinking,
personal and social capability,
ethical understanding and
intercultural understanding.
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SACE STAGE 1

SUBJECT:

Health & Wellbeing
___

___

Semester or Full year subject
Credits: 10 or 20

Learning area: Health & Physical Education

In Stage 1 Health and
Wellbeing, students develop
the knowledge, skills, and
understandings required
to explore and understand
influences and make decisions
regarding health and wellbeing.
They consider the role of health
and wellbeing in different
contexts and explore ways of
promoting positive outcomes for
individuals and global society.

In Health and Wellbeing, student
agency is promoted through
providing opportunities to
make responsible choices and
decisions in a rapidly changing
world. Students explore and
develop skills as agents and
advocates for change and
consider moral and ethical
perspectives.

ASSESSMENT

Students evaluate current trends
and issues that impact health
and wellbeing. They reflect
on personal and community
actions to promote and improve
sustainable outcomes for
individuals, communities, and
global society.

For a 10-credit subject, students
should provide evidence of
their learning through three
assessments. Each assessment
type should have a weighting of
at least 20%. Students complete:
• At least one practical action
task
• At least one issue inquiry task.

Health and Wellbeing is
influenced by diverse social and
cultural attitudes, beliefs, and
practices. An understanding of
the health and wellbeing status
of individuals, communities, and
global societies incorporates, for
example, health determinants
and strategies to improve
lifestyle decisions. Students
may explore principles and
frameworks relating to health
and wellbeing.
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Teachers select from the
concepts of Health Literacy,
Health Determinants, Social
Equity, and Health Promotion.
These may be considered
through the lens of individual
and global contexts.

The following assessment types
enable students to demonstrate
their learning in Stage 1 Health
and Wellbeing:
• Assessment Type 1: Practical
Action
• Assessment Type 2: Issue
Inquiry.

For a 20-credit subject, students
should provide evidence of
their learning through six
assessments. Each assessment
type should have a weighting of
at least 20%. Students complete:
• At least two practical action
tasks
• At least two issue inquiry tasks.

SACE STAGE 1

SUBJECT:

Integrated Learning
___

___

Semester or Full year subject
Credits: 10 or 20

Learning area: Cross-Disciplinary

Integrated Learning is a subject
framework that enables students
to make links between aspects of
their lives and their learning.

program focus that are of
interest to them.

Schools design Integrated
Learning programs for a specific
purpose, product, or outcome
according to the interests and
needs of students in their local
context.
In doing this, schools determine
an Integrated Learning program
focus. The program focus is
designed around a theme,
community, or context that
has meaning to the students;
for example, innovation
and enterprise initiatives,
STEM activities, Aboriginal
knowledge and cultures, global
citizenship outlooks, art and
cultural influences, health and
wellbeing initiatives, leadership
development, vocational
pathways, and literacy and/or
numeracy development and
enhancement.
Through the lens of the program
focus students develop their
learning about a real-world
situation, task, event, or other
learning opportunity, while also
growing their knowledge about
themselves as learners, and their
capabilities.
In Integrated Learning, students
develop, extend, and apply
critical thinking skills through
inquiry about aspects of the

Students develop an awareness
of the context within which
they are learning, and are
encouraged to contribute to
collaborative thinking and
ways of working. Students
share ideas and informed
opinions and extend their social
communication skills though
contribution to groups, family,
and/or community.
Students extend their selfawareness, personal identity,
and values through collaborative
processes that build from peerand self-assessment.
Underpinning the design
of Integrated Learning is an
emphasis on students making
links between their learning and
their capabilities. They make
meaning from experiences in
order to recognise themselves
as confident and creative
individuals, and critical and
evaluative thinkers with the
necessary life skills to contribute
to society as active and informed
citizens.
In this way, the capabilities are
central to Integrated Learning
and are reflected in the
assessment requirements and
performance standards.

ASSESSMENT
The following assessment types
enable students to demonstrate
their learning in Stage 1
Integrated Learning:
• Assessment Type 1: Practical
Exploration
• Assessment Type 2:
Connections
• Assessment Type 3: Personal
Venture.
For a 10-credit subject, students
should provide evidence of their
learning through three or four
assessments. Each assessment
type should have a weighting of
at least 20%. Students undertake:
• At least one practical
exploration
• At least one connections task
• At least one personal venture.
For a 20-credit subject, students
should provide evidence of
their learning through five or six
assessments. Each assessment
type should have a weighting of
at least 20%. Students undertake:
• At least two practical
explorations
• At least one connections task
• At least one personal venture.

22

SACE STAGE 1

SUBJECT:

Legal Studies
___

___

Semester or Full year subject
Credits: 10 or 20

Learning area: Humanities and Social Sciences

Stage 1 Legal Studies focuses
on the use of laws and legal
systems to create harmony
within dynamic and evolving
communities. Through an
inquiry-based process,
students explore and develop
their understanding of the
concepts of rights, fairness
and justice, power, and
change. These concepts are
examined in the context of
law-making, law enforcement,
and dispute resolution, and
should be applied to a range of
contemporary Australian issues.
Opportunities exist to consider
alternative perspectives such
as international law, customary
law, and systems used in other
jurisdictions.

Through Legal Studies, students
develop an appreciation and
awareness of their role as a
citizen in the Australian legal
system, the skills to communicate
their ideas, and the confidence
to make informed and effective
decisions regarding legal issues.

Legal Studies is explored
through the mechanism of
asking ‘big questions’. Big
questions are typically open
ended, stimulate deep and
conceptual thinking, and involve
the consideration of a range
of perspectives. Big questions
encourage debate and active
learning. In providing a response
to the questions, students must
evaluate, analyse and apply
contextually appropriate legal
principles, processes, evidence,
and cases.
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Legal Studies is a 10-credit
subject or a 20-credit subject at
Stage 1.
• For a 10-credit subject,
students study Focus area 1:
Law and communities, and at
least two other focus areas.
• For a 20-credit subject,
students study Focus area 1:
Law and communities, and at
least four other focus areas.

ASSESSMENT
The following assessment types
enable students to demonstrate
their learning in Stage 1 Legal
Studies:
• Assessment Type 1: Analytical
Response
• Assessment Type 2: Inquiry
• Assessment Type 3:
Presentation
For a 10-credit subject, students
should provide evidence of
their learning through three
assessments. Each assessment
type should have a weighting of
at least 20%. Students undertake:
• One assessment for the
analytical response
• One inquiry
• One presentation.
For a 20-credit subject, students
should provide evidence of
their learning through five
assessments. Each assessment
type should have a weighting of
at least 20%. Students undertake:
• At least two assessments for
the analytical response
• At least one inquiry
• At least one presentation

SACE STAGE 1

SUBJECT:

Mathematical Methods
___

___

Semester or Full year subject
Credits: 10 or 20

Learning area: Mathematics
Prerequisites: `B’ grade or better recommended in
Year 10 Mathematics

Students participate in a wide
variety of problem-solving
activities. The subject
gives students the abilities and
skills required in the workplace
and in everyday life. They learn
how to approach new challenges
by investigating, modelling,
reasoning, visualising, and
problem-solving with the goal of
communicating the relationships
observed and the problems
solved.

CONTENT

Students who want to pursue
a pathway in mathematics
leading to Stage 2 Mathematical
Methods and/or Specialist
Mathematics must undertake
at least two units of Stage 1
Mathematics Methods.

Topics studied may include:
• Counting and Statistics
• Trigonometry
• Growth and Decay
• Polynomials
• Introduction to Differential
Calculus
• Functions and Graphs
ASSESSMENT
Assessment is school based.
Students demonstrate evidence
of their learning in each
course through the following
assessment types:
• Skills and Applications Tasks approx. 70%
• Folio - approx. 30%
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SACE STAGE 1

SUBJECT:

Modern History
___

___

Semester or Full year subject
Credits: 20

Learning area: Humanities and Social Sciences

In the study of Modern History
at Stage 1, students explore
changes within the world since
1750, examining developments
and movements, the ideas
that inspired them, and their
short-term and long-term
consequences for societies,
systems, and individuals.

ASSESSMENT

Students explore the impacts
of these developments and
movements on people’s ideas,
perspectives, circumstances,
and lives. They investigate ways
in which people, groups, and
institutions challenge political
structures, social organisation,
and economic models to
transform societies.
The developments and
movements have been subject
to political debate. Students
consider the dynamic processes
of imperialism, revolution, and
decolonisation, and how these
have reconfigured political,
economic, social, and cultural
systems. Students also look at
how recognition of the rights
of individuals and societies
has created challenges and
responses.
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School assessment (70%)
• Assessment Type 1: Historical
Skills (50%)
• Assessment Type 2: Historical
Study (20%)
External assessment (30%)
• Assessment Type 3:
Examination (30%)
Students provide evidence of
their learning through seven
assessments, including the
external assessment component.
Students undertake:
• Five historical skills
assessments
• One historical study
• One examination.

SACE STAGE 1

SUBJECT:

Personal Learning Plan
___

___

Semester subject
Credits: 10

Learning area: Cross-Disciplinary

The Personal Learning Plan (PLP)
is a compulsory 10-credit subject
undertaken at Stage 1.

Schools will generally organise
for students to start the subject
in Year 10 so they can plan for
Years 11 and 12. Schools decide
on:
• Teaching and learning methods
• Assessment timelines that best
meet the needs of their students
and the school community.

Students must achieve a C grade
or better to complete the subject
successfully and gain their SACE.
The PLP helps students to:
• Plan their personal and
learning goals for the future
• Make informed decisions about
their personal development,
education, and training.
Developing goals for the future
will engage students in activities
such as:
• Selecting subjects, courses,
and other learning relevant to
pathways through and beyond
school
• Investigating possible career
choices
• Exploring personal and
learning goals.

ASSESSMENT
The following assessment types
enable students to demonstrate
their learning in the Stage 1
Personal Learning Plan:
• Assessment Type 1: Folio
• Assessment Type 2: Review.
Students provide four or five
pieces of evidence of their
learning for assessment. Each
assessment type should have a
weighting of at least 20%.
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SACE STAGE 1

SUBJECT:

Physics
___

___

Semester or Full year subject
Credits: 10 or 20

Learning area: Humanities and Social Sciences

The study of Physics is
constructed around using
qualitative and quantitative
models, laws, and theories to
better understand matter, forces,
energy, and the interaction
among them. Physics seeks to
explain natural phenomena,
from the subatomic world to
the macrocosmos, and to make
predictions about them. The
models, laws, and theories in
physics are based on evidence
obtained from observations,
measurements, and active
experimentation over thousands
of years.

By exploring science as a human
endeavour, students develop
and apply their understanding
of the complex ways in which
science interacts with society
and investigate the dynamic
nature of physics. They explore
how physicists develop new
understanding and insights and
produce innovative solutions to
everyday and complex problems
and challenges in local, national,
and global contexts.

By studying physics, students
understand how new evidence
can lead to the refinement of
existing models and theories
and to the development of
different, more complex ideas,
technologies, and innovations.
Through further developing
skills in gathering, analysing,
and interpreting primary and
secondary data to investigate
a range of phenomena and
technologies, students increase
their understanding of physics
concepts and the impact that
physics has on many aspects of
contemporary life.

In Physics, students integrate and
apply a range of understanding,
inquiry, and scientific thinking
skills that encourage and inspire
them to contribute their own
solutions to current and future
problems and challenges.
Students also pursue scientific
pathways, for example, in
engineering, renewable energy
generation, communications,
materials innovation, transport
and vehicle safety, medical
science, scientific research, and
the exploration of the universe.

ASSESSMENT
• Assessment Type 1:
Investigations Folio
• Assessment Type 2: Skills and
Applications Tasks.
For a 10-credit subject,
students provide evidence
of their learning through four
assessments. Each assessment
type should have a weighting of
at least 20%.
Students complete:
• At least one practical
investigation
• One investigation with a
focus on science as a human
endeavour
• At least one skills and
applications task.
For a 20-credit subject,
students provide evidence of
their learning through eight
assessments. Each assessment
type should have a weighting of
at least 20%.
Students complete:
• At least two practical
investigations
• Two investigations with a
focus on science as a human
endeavour
• At least two skills and
applications tasks.
For both the 10-credit and
20-credit subjects, at least one
assessment should involve
collaborative work.
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SACE STAGE 1

SUBJECT:

Psychology
___

___

Semester or Full year subject
Credits: 10 or 20

Learning area: Humanities and Social Sciences

Since most of the dominant
paradigms in psychology in the
last hundred years have been
scientific ones, this subject
emphasises the construction
of psychology as a scientific
enterprise. Psychology is based
on evidence gathered as a
result of planned investigations
following the principles of
scientific inquiry. By emphasising
evidence-based procedures
including observation,
experimentation, and
experience, this subject allows
students to develop useful skills
in analytical and critical thinking
and in making inferences.

Psychology aims to describe
and explain both the universality
of human experience and
individual and cultural diversity. It
also addresses the ways in which
behaviour can be changed. It
offers a means for making society
more cohesive and equitable;
that is, psychology offers ways
of intervening to advance the
wellbeing of individuals, groups,
and societies. However, every
change also holds the possibility
of harm. The ethics of research
and intervention are therefore an
integral part of psychology.

The skills learnt through
Psychology are parallel to those
learnt in other science subjects:
how to be a critical consumer
of information; how to identify
psychological processes at work
in everyday experiences; how to
apply knowledge to real-world
situations; how to investigate
psychological issues; and how to
be an effective communicator.

An inquiry approach to
psychology enables students to
define the scope of their learning
by identifying investigable
questions, deconstructing and
designing their research using
scientific approaches, using data,
and analysing and critiquing
their findings. The issues that
arise during investigations
should be informed by the
application of key scientific
ideas, skills, concepts, and
understanding.

ASSESSMENT
• Assessment Type 1:
Investigations Folio
• Assessment Type 2: Skills and
Applications Tasks.
For a 10-credit subject, students
should provide evidence of their
learning through three or four
assessments. Each assessment
type should have a weighting of
at least 20%. Students undertake:
• One psychological
investigation
• One investigation with a
focus on science as a human
endeavour
• One or two skills and
applications tasks.
For a 20-credit subject, students
should provide evidence of their
learning through six to eight
assessments. Each assessment
type should have a weighting of
at least 20%. Students undertake:
• Two psychological
investigations
• Two investigations with a
focus on science as a human
endeavour
• Two to four skills and
applications tasks.
For both the 10-credit and
20-credit subjects, at least one
assessment should involve
collaborative work

28

SACE STAGE 1

SUBJECT:

Research Practice
___

___

Semester or Full year subject
Credits: 10

Learning Area: Cross-Disciplinary

Stage 1 Research Practices is a
10-credit subject.
This subject provides students
with opportunities to:
• Examine the purpose of
research
• Explore a range of research
approaches
• Develop their investigative and
inquiry skills.

ASSESSMENT
• Assessment Type 1: Folio
• Assessment Type 2: Sources
Analysis.

Students explore research
practices to develop skills in
undertaking research, such
as planning their research,
developing and analysing
their data, and presenting their
research findings.
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For this 10-credit subject,
students should provide
evidence of their learning
through four or five assessments.
Each assessment type should
have a weighting of at least 20%.
Students undertake:
• One folio consisting of at least
two assessment tasks
• At least two sources analysis
assessments.

SACE STAGE 1

SUBJECT:

Spiritualities, Religion & Meaning
___

___

Semester or Full year subject
Credits: 10 or 20

Learning area: Humanities and Social Sciences

Australia is a land of many
spiritualities and religions.
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander spiritualities are at least
65,000 years old, forming part
of the oldest continuous cultures
on the planet. Since Australia
was colonised in the late 18th
century, spiritualities and
religions have arrived with many
different groups of migrants,
making this country one of the
most multicultural and religiously
diverse in the world.

In this subject, teachers and
students use one or more ‘big
ideas’ to frame inquiry questions;
to explore issues, concepts, and
ideas; and to reflect on personal
and shared meaning within one
or more spiritualities and/or
religions.

ASSESSMENT

At Stage 1, students develop and
demonstrate their understanding
of the influence of spiritual
and/or religious perspectives
on a local, national, or global
community, by engaging with
one or more images, artefacts,
texts, documentaries, or feature
films. They collaborate with
others to develop, apply, and
reflect on their understanding of
some spiritual and/or religious
principles that underpin socialjustice actions within the school
or broader community; and they
investigate a contemporary issue
linked to one of the big ideas.

For a 10-credit subject, students
should provide evidence of their
learning through three to four
assessments. Each assessment
type should have a weighting of
at least 20%. Students complete:
• One or two representations
tasks
• One connections task
• One issues investigation.

While their definitions are widely
contested, spirituality and
religion both invite engagement
with the transcendent, and
provide meaning, purpose,
and a sense of belonging.
Spiritualities and religions can
inform an individual’s identity, as
well as their interconnection with
creation.

• Assessment Type 1:
Representations
• Assessment Type 2:
Connections
• Assessment Type 3: Issues
investigation

For a 20-credit subject, students
should provide evidence of
their learning through five to six
assessments. Each assessment
type should have a weighting of
at least 20%. Students undertake:
• Three representations tasks
• One or two connections task(s)
• One issues investigation.
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SACE STAGE 1

SUBJECT:

Specialist Mathematics
___

___

Full year subject
Credits: 20

Learning Area: Mathematics
Prerequisites: A consistent ‘A’ grade in Year 10 Mathematics
in assessments and examinations is recommended.

Specialist Mathematics draws
on and deepens students’
mathematical knowledge,
skills, and understanding, and
provides opportunities for
students to develop their skills
in using rigorous mathematical
arguments and proofs and using
mathematical models. It includes
the study of functions and
calculus.

ASSESSMENT

The subject leads to study in a
range of tertiary courses such
as mathematical sciences,
engineering, computer science,
and physical sciences. Students
envisaging careers in related
fields will benefit from studying
this subject.
Specialist Mathematics is
designed to be studied in
conjunction with Mathematical
Methods.
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School assessment (70%)
• Assessment Type 1: Skills and
Applications Tasks (50%)
• Assessment Type 2:
Mathematical Investigation (20%)
External assessment (30%)
• Assessment Type 3:
Examination (30%)
Students provide evidence of
their learning through eight
assessments, including the
external assessment component.
Students undertake:
• Six skills and applications tasks
• One mathematical
investigation
• One examination.

We pray for your success
in this life and the next.
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SACE
STAGE 2
SUBJECTS

SACE STAGE 2

SUBJECT:

Arabic (Continuers)
___

___

Full year subject
Credits: 20

Learning Area: Languages
Prerequisites: ‘C’ grade or better recommended in
Stage 1 Arabic (Continuers)

The study of Arabic contributes
to the overall education of
students, most particularly in the
area of communication and
writing, but also in the area of
cross-cultural understanding,
cognitive development, literacy,
and general knowledge. It
provides access to the culture of
the Arabic communities and
promotes understanding of
different attitudes and values
within the wider Australian
community and beyond. The
language to be studied and
assessed is modern standard
Arabic.

CONTENT

ASSESSMENT

The following topics are covered:
• The Individual: Personal World,
Family and Friends, Education
and Aspirations, Health
• The Arabic Speaking
Communities: Lifestyle, Culture
and Traditions, Arabic Civilisation
• The Changing World: Social
Issues, The Natural World, The
World of Work

School-based Assessment (70%):
Type 1 Folio Assessment Tasks
- weight (50%)
• Interaction Task
• Text Analysis Task
• Text Production Task
Type 2 Folio In-depth Study
- weight (20%)
• Written Response in Arabic
• Oral. Response in Arabic
• Reflective Response in English
External Assessment (30%):
Type 3: Oral. Examination
& Written Examination (30%)
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SUBJECT:

Biology
___

Full year subject
Credits: 20

The study of Biology is
constructed around inquiry
into and application of
understanding the diversity
of life as it has evolved, the
structure and function of living
things, and how they interact
with their own and other species
and their environments.
Students investigate biological
systems and their interactions,
from the perspectives of energy,
control, structure and function,
change, and exchange in
microscopic cellular structures
and processes, through to
macroscopic ecosystem
dynamics. These investigations
allow students to extend
the skills, knowledge, and
understanding that enable them
to explore and explain everyday
observations, find solutions to
biological issues and problems,
and understand how biological
science impacts on their lives,
society, and the environment.
They apply their understanding
of the interconnectedness of
biological systems to evaluate
the impact of human activity on
the natural world.
In their study of Biology,
students inquire into and explain
biological phenomena and draw
evidence-based conclusions
from their investigations
into biology-related issues,
developments, and innovations.
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___

SACE STAGE 2

Learning Area: Science
Prerequisites: Successful completion of two semesters of
Stage 1 Science. A ‘B’ grade or higher is recommended. No
previous study of Stage 1 Biology is required but would be an
advantage, as would completion of at least one semester of
Stage 1 Chemistry.

Students explore the dynamic
nature of biological science
and the complex ways in which
science interacts with society,
to think critically and creatively
about possible scientific
approaches to solving everyday
and complex problems and
challenges. They explore how
biologists work with other
scientists to develop new
understanding and insights and
produce innovative solutions
to problems and challenges
in local, national, and global
contexts, and apply their
learning from these approaches
to their own scientific thinking.
In Biology, students integrate
and apply a range of
understanding, inquiry, and
scientific thinking skills that
encourage and inspire them to
contribute their own solutions
to current and future problems
and challenges. Students also
pursue scientific pathways, for
example, in medical research,
veterinary science, food and
marine sciences, agriculture,
biotechnology, environmental
rehabilitation, biosecurity,
quarantine, conservation, and
ecotourism.

ASSESSMENT
The following assessment types
enable students to demonstrate
their learning in Stage 2 Biology:
School assessment (70%)
• Assessment Type 1:
Investigations Folio (30%)
• Assessment Type 2: Skills and
Applications Tasks (40%).
External assessment (30%)
• Assessment Type 3:
Examination (30%).
Students provide evidence of
their learning through eight
assessments, including the
external assessment component.
Students complete:
• At least two practical
investigations
• One investigation with a
focus on science as a human
endeavour
• At least three skills and
applications tasks
• One examination.
At least one investigation or skills
and applications task should
involve collaborative work.

SACE STAGE 2

SUBJECT:

Business Innovation
___

___

Semester or Full year subject
Credits: 20

Learning Area: Business, Enterprise & Technology

In Stage 2 Business Innovation
students are equipped with
the knowledge, skills, and
understandings to engage
in designing, sustaining, and
transforming business in the
modern world. In a time when
design-driven companies
consistently outperform other
stock market companies,
Business Innovation foregrounds
design thinking and assumptionbased business planning tools
to promote an iterative, humancentred approach to innovation
and the transformation of
business products, services, and
processes.

In Business Innovation students
engage with complex, dynamic,
real-world problems, to identify
and design, test, iterate, and
communicate viable business
solutions. Through design
thinking and direct involvement
in innovation, students not only
develop but also understand and
apply their critical and creative
thinking skills.

ASSESSMENT

Students learn to innovate and
think like designers to find and
solve problems that matter to
specific people in a business
environment characterised by
change and uncertainty.

External Assessment (30%)
• Assessment Type 3: Business
Plan and Pitch (30%).

Students ‘learn through doing’
in Business Innovation, using
design thinking and assumptionbased planning processes
to anticipate, find, and solve
problems. They learn in an
environment in which risk is
encouraged, where ideas are
built up rather than broken
down, and fear of failure is
replaced with the opportunity
to iterate as initial assumptions
about problems, customers, or
solutions are refined. Integral
to this is the opportunity for
students to work collaboratively
in uncertain environments to
identify problems or customer
needs, generate and explore
ideas and solutions, and make
decisions based on incomplete
information.

The following assessment types
enable students to demonstrate
their learning in Stage 2 Business
Innovation:
School Assessment (70%)
• Assessment Type 1: Business
Skills (40%)
• Assessment Type 2: Business
Model (30%).

Students should provide
evidence of their learning
though five assessments,
including the external
assessment component.
Students undertake:
• Three business skills tasks
• One business model
• One business plan and pitch.
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SACE STAGE 2

SUBJECT:

Child Studies
___

___

Semester or Full year subject
Credits: 10 or 20

Learning area: Humanities and Social Sciences

Child Studies focuses on
children and their development
from conception to 8 years.
Students have the opportunity
to develop knowledge and
understanding of young children
through individual, collaborative,
and practical learning. They
explore concepts such as the
development, needs, and
rights of children, the value of
play, concepts of childhood
and families, and the roles of
parents and caregivers. They
also consider the importance of
behaviour management, child
nutrition, and the health and
well-being of children.

Students investigate
contemporary issues that
are relevant to children and
their development. They may
consider broad themes such
as those related to children
who are migrants or refugees,
displacement, health issues
for children in Indigenous
communities, access to
education, the exploitation of
children, literacy and numeracy,
disability and equity, child
protection, gender stereotyping
in play, clothing, textiles, and
merchandising, and children’s
television. Students analyse
current trends in relation
to children, and critique
government and global
initiatives and strategies for the
well-being and protection of
children.

Students explore and critically
evaluate the role of government
legislation and social structures,
and the ways in which these
influence the growth and
development of children.
They understand and apply
occupational health and safety
requirements for working with
children.
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Students have opportunities to
build their understanding of the
range of attitudes, values, and
beliefs of people in the wider
community in relation to children
and child-rearing practices.

ASSESSMENT
School Assessment (70%)
• Assessment Type 1: Practical
Activity (50%)
• Assessment Type 2: Group
Activity (20%)
External Assessment (30%)
• Assessment Type 3:
Investigation (30%).
For a 10-credit subject, students
should provide evidence of
their learning through four
assessments, including the
external assessment component.
Students undertake:
• Two practical activities
• One group activity
• One investigation.
For a 20-credit subject, students
should provide evidence of
their learning through seven or
eight assessments, including the
external assessment component.
Students undertake:
• At least four practical activities
• At least one group activity
• One investigation.

SACE STAGE 2

SUBJECT:

Chemistry
___

___

Full year subject
Credits: 20

Learning area: Sciences
Successful completion of two semesters of Stage 1 Chemistry.
A ‘B’ grade or higher is considered essential.

Stage 2 Chemistry enables
students to develop and extend
their understanding of how the
physical world is chemically
constructed, the interaction
between human activities and
the environment and the use
that human beings make of
the planet’s resources. They
explore examples of how
scientific understanding is
dynamic and develops with new
evidence, which may involve the
application of new technologies.

The topics in Stage 2 Chemistry
provide the framework for
developing integrated programs
of learning through which
students extend their skills,
knowledge and understanding
of the three strands of science.

Students consider examples of
benefits and risks of chemical
knowledge to the wider
community, along with the
capacity of chemical knowledge
to inform public debate on
social and environmental issues.
The study of Chemistry helps
students to make informed
decisions about interacting
with and modifying nature
and explore options such as
green or sustainable chemistry,
which seeks to reduce the
environmental impact of
chemical products and
processes.

CONTENT
The topics for Stage 2 Chemistry
are:
• Topic 1: Monitoring the
Environment
• Topic 2: Managing Chemical
Processes
• Topic 3: Organic and Biological
Chemistry
• Topic 4: Managing Resources.

ASSESSMENT
Students demonstrate evidence
of their Learning through the
following assessment types:
School-based Assessment:
• Investigations Folio - 30%
• Skills and Applications Tasks 40%
External Assessment
• Examination - 30%

Students study all four topics.
The topics can be sequenced
and structured to suit individual
groups of students
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SACE STAGE 2

SUBJECT:

Digital Technologies
___

___

Full year subject
Credits: 20

Learning area: Business, Enterprise & Technology

At Stage 2, students develop and
apply their skills in computational
thinking and in program design,
and engage in iterative project
development, where a product
or prototype is designed and
tested and/or implemented
in stages. They follow agile
practices and/or iterative
engineering design processes.
Learning environments in
Digital Technologies may
include physical, online, and/or
simulated spaces.

ASSESSMENT

Digital Technologies promotes
learning through initiative,
collaboration, creativity, and
communication, using project
and inquiry-based approaches.

Students should provide
evidence of their learning
through six assessments,
including the external
assessment component.
Students undertake:
• Four project skills tasks
• One collaborative project
• One individual digital solution.
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The following assessment types
enable students to demonstrate
their learning in Stage 2 Digital
Technologies.
School assessment (70%)
• Assessment Type 1: Project
Skills (50%)
• Assessment Type 2:
Collaborative Project (20%)
External assessment (30%)
• Assessment Type 3: Individual
Digital Solution (30%).

SACE STAGE 2

SUBJECT:

English
___

___

Full year subject
Credits: 20

Learning Area: English
Prerequisites: ‘C’ grade or better recommended in
Stage 1 English

In English students analyse
the interrelationship of author,
text, and audience, with an
emphasis on how language and
stylistic features shape ideas
and perspectives in a range of
contexts. They consider social,
cultural, economic, historical,
and/or political perspectives in
texts and their representation
of human experience and the
world.

ASSESSMENT

Students explore how the
purpose of a text is achieved
through application of text
conventions and stylistic choices
to position the audience
to respond to ideas and
perspectives. An understanding
of purpose, audience, and
context is applied in students’
own creation of imaginative,
interpretive, analytical, and
persuasive texts that may be
written, oral, and/or multimodal.

The following assessment types
enable students to demonstrate
their learning in Stage 2 English:
School assessment (70%)
• Assessment Type 1:
Responding to Texts (30%)
• Assessment Type 2: Creating
Texts (40%)
External assessment (30%)
• Assessment Type 3:
Comparative Analysis (30%).
For a 20-credit subject, students
should provide evidence of
their learning through eight
assessments, including the
external assessment component.
Students complete:
• Three responses to texts
• Four created texts (one of
which is a writer’s statement)
• One comparative analysis.

Students have opportunities to
reflect on their personal values
and those of other people by
responding to aesthetic and
cultural aspects of texts from the
contemporary world, from the
past, and from Australian and
other cultures.
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SACE STAGE 2

SUBJECT:

English as an additional language
___

___

Full year subject
Credits: 20

Learning area: English

English as an Additional
Language is designed for
students for whom English
is a second language or
an additional language or
dialect. These students have
had different experiences in
English and one or more other
languages. Students who study
this subject come from diverse
personal, educational, and
cultural backgrounds.

ASSESSMENT
The following assessment types
enable students to demonstrate
their learning in Stage 2 English
as an Additional Language:
School assessment (70%)
• Assessment Type 1: Academic
Literacy Study (30%)
• Assessment Type 2: Responses
to Texts (40%)
External assessment (30%)
• Assessment Type 3:
Examination (30%).
Students provide evidence of
their learning through seven
assessments, including the
external assessment component.
Students complete:
• Two tasks for the academic
literacy study (one oral and one
written)
• Four tasks for the responses to
texts (at least one oral and two
written)
• One examination.
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SACE STAGE 2

SUBJECT:

General Mathematics
___

___

Full year subject
Credits: 20
Learning Area: Mathematics

Prerequisites: A consistent high ‘C’ grade or above in
assessments and examinations in Year 11 Stage 1 Mathematics
or a consistent ‘A’ grade in Year 11 General Mathematics is
recommended.

General Mathematics extends
students’ mathematical skills
in ways that apply to practical
problem-solving. A problembased approach is integral to the
development of mathematical
models and the associated key
concepts in the topics. These
topics cover a diverse range of
applications of mathematics,
including personal financial
management, the statistical
investigation process, modelling
using linear and non-linear
functions, and discrete
modelling using networks
and matrices.

ASSESSMENT

Successful completion of this
subject at Stage 2 prepares
students for entry to tertiary
courses requiring a nonspecialised background in
mathematics.

School assessment (70%)
• Assessment Type 1: Skills and
Applications Tasks (40%)
• Assessment Type 2:
Mathematical Investigations
(30%)
External assessment (30%)
• Assessment Type 3:
Examination (30%)
Students provide evidence of
their learning through eight
assessments, including the
external assessment component.
Students undertake:
• Five skills and applications
tasks
• Two mathematical
investigations
• One examination
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SACE STAGE 2

SUBJECT:

Health & Welbeing
___

___

Full year subject
Credits: 20

Learning area: Health & Physical Education

In Stage 2 Health and
Wellbeing, students develop
the knowledge, skills, and
understandings required to
explore and analyse influences
and make informed decisions
regarding health and wellbeing.
They consider the role of
health and wellbeing in various
contexts and explore ways of
promoting positive outcomes for
individuals, communities, and
global society.

In Stage 2 Health and Wellbeing,
student agency is promoted
through providing opportunities
to make responsible choices and
decisions in a rapidly changing
world. Students play an active
role in negotiating what and
how they will learn. Students
explore and develop skills as
agents and advocates for change
and consider moral and ethical
perspectives.

Health and wellbeing is
influenced by diverse social
and cultural attitudes, beliefs,
and practices. An awareness
and analysis of the health and
wellbeing status of individuals,
communities, and global
societies incorporates health
determinants, inequities,
barriers, and strategies. Students
explore principles, frameworks,
models, and theories relating to
health and wellbeing.
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Students evaluate current trends
and issues that impact health
and wellbeing. They reflect
on personal and community
actions to promote and improve
sustainable outcomes for
individuals and global society.

ASSESSMENT
School assessment (70%)
• Assessment Type 1: Initiative
(40%)
• Assessment Type 2: Folio (30%)
External assessment (30%)
• Assessment Type 3: Inquiry
(30%).
Students provide evidence
of their learning through five
assessment tasks, including the
external assessment component.
Students complete:
• Two initiative tasks, one of
which should be collaborative
• Two folio tasks
• One inquiry.

SACE STAGE 2

SUBJECT:

Integrated Learning
___

___

Semester or Full year subject
Credits: 10 or 20

Learning Area: Cross-Disciplinary

Integrated Learning is a subject
framework that enables students
to make links between aspects of
their lives and their learning.

program focus that are of
interest to them.

Schools design Integrated
Learning programs for a specific
purpose, product, or outcome
according to the interests and
needs of students in their local
context.
In doing this, schools determine
an Integrated Learning program
focus. The program focus is
designed around a theme,
community, or context that
has meaning to the students;
for example, innovation
and enterprise initiatives,
STEM activities, Aboriginal
knowledge and cultures, global
citizenship outlooks, art and
cultural influences, health and
wellbeing initiatives, leadership
development, vocational
pathways, and literacy and/or
numeracy development and
enhancement.
Through the lens of the program
focus students develop their
learning about a real-world
situation, task, event, or other
learning opportunity, while also
growing their knowledge about
themselves as learners, and their
capabilities.

Students develop an awareness
of the context within which they
are learning and are encouraged
to contribute to collaborative
thinking and ways of working.
Students share ideas and
informed opinions and extend
their social communication skills
though contribution to groups,
family, and/or community.
Students extend their selfawareness, personal identity,
and values through collaborative
processes that build from peerand self-assessment.
Underpinning the design
of Integrated Learning is an
emphasis on students making
links between their learning and
their capabilities. They make
meaning from experiences in
order to recognise themselves
as confident and creative
individuals, and critical and
evaluative thinkers with the
necessary life skills to contribute
to society as active and informed
citizens.

ASSESSMENT
School assessment (70%)
• Assessment Type 1: Practical
Inquiry (40%)
• Assessment Type 2:
Connections (30%)
External assessment (30%)
• Assessment Type 3: Personal
Endeavour (30%).
For a 10-credit subject, students
should provide evidence of
their learning through three or
four assessments, including the
external assessment component.
Students undertake:
• At least one practical inquiry
• At least one connections task
• One personal endeavour.
For a 20-credit subject, students
should provide evidence of
their learning through five or
six assessments, including the
external assessment component.
Students undertake:
• At least two practical inquiries
• At least one connections task
• One personal endeavour.

In this way, the capabilities are
central to Integrated Learning
and are reflected in the
assessment requirements and
performance standards.

In Integrated Learning, students
develop, extend, and apply
critical thinking skills through
inquiry about aspects of the
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SACE STAGE 2

SUBJECT:

Legal Studies
___

___

Full year subject
Credits: 20

Learning area: Humanities and Social Sciences

Law is intended to facilitate
fairness, justice, and
harmony within communities.
Legal Studies enables an
understanding of the operation
of the Australian legal system,
its principles and processes,
and prepares students to be
informed and articulate in
matters of the law and society.
Central to Legal Studies is an
exploration of the competing
tensions that arise between
rights and responsibilities,
fairness and efficiency,
the empowered and the
disempowered, and certainty
and flexibility. Laws must
constantly evolve in order to
resolve these tensions, while
also responding to changes
in community values and
circumstances.

Students explore rights and
responsibilities, sources of
law, and adversarial and
inquisitorial dispute resolution
processes. Through Legal
Studies, students examine
how people, governments
and institutions shape the law
and how law controls, shapes,
and regulates interactions
between people, institutions,
and government. Students
develop an understanding
of the ways in which they can
influence democratic processes,
the importance of critical and
conceptual thinking, and the
significance of checks and
balances in providing lawful
mechanisms to control the
exercise of power.

Legal Studies is explored
through the mechanism of
asking ‘big questions’. Big
questions stimulate deep
thinking and engagement, and
the consideration of a range
of perspectives. Students
must develop an argument in
response to these questions,
by evaluating, analysing
and applying contextually
appropriate legal principles,
processes, evidence, and
cases. Students consider a
range of perspectives to make
recommendations for reforms to
the legal system and laws.
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Legal Studies empowers
students to evaluate evidence
in order to make decisions
and potentially substantiated
recommendations about legal
principles and processes.
Conceptual understanding
and analysis allow transference
within and across disciplines
and for future learning. This skill
development enables students
to approach new situations and
contexts with an analytical and
problem-solving mindset.
The capabilities are deeply
embedded in the nature
of thinking, learning, and
engagement with others.

ASSESSMENT
School assessment (70%)
• Assessment Type 1: Folio (40%)
• Assessment Type 2: Inquiry
(30%).
External assessment (30%)
Assessment Type 3: Examination
Students provide evidence
of their learning through six
assessments, including the
external assessment component.
Students complete:
• Four folio tasks
• One inquiry
• One examination.

SACE STAGE 2

SUBJECT:

Mathematical Methods
___

___

Full year subject
Credits: 20
Learning area: Mathematics

Prerequisites: A consistent ‘A’ grade in Year 11 Stage 1
Mathematics (Specialist or Methods) in assessments and
examinations is recommended.

Mathematical Methods develops
an increasingly complex and
sophisticated understanding
of calculus and statistics. By
using functions and their
derivatives and integrals, and
by mathematically modelling
physical processes, students
develop a deep understanding
of the physical world through
a sound knowledge of
relationships involving rates of
change. Students use statistics
to describe and analyse
phenomena that involve
uncertainty and variation.

ASSESSMENT

Mathematical Methods provides
the foundation for further study
in mathematics, economics,
computer sciences, and the
sciences. It prepares students
for courses and careers that
may involve the use of statistics,
such as health or social sciences.
When studied together with
Specialist Mathematics, this
subject can be a pathway to
engineering, physical science,
and laser physics.

School assessment (70%)
• Assessment Type 1: Skills and
Applications Tasks (50%)
• Assessment Type 2:
Mathematical Investigation (20%)
External assessment (30%)
• Assessment Type 3:
Examination (30%)
Students provide evidence of
their learning through eight
assessments, including the
external assessment component.
Students undertake:
• Six skills and applications tasks
• One mathematical
investigation
• One examination.
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SACE STAGE 2

SUBJECT:

Modern History
___

___

Full year subject
Credits: 20

Learning area: Humanities and Social Sciences

In the study of Modern History
at Stage 2, students investigate
the growth of modern nations at
a time of rapid global change.
They engage in a study of one
nation, and of interactions
between or among nations.
In their study of one nation,
students investigate the social,
political, and economic changes
that shaped the development of
that nation.

Students investigate the political
and economic interactions
of nations and the impact of
these interactions on national,
regional, and/or international
development. They consider
how some nations, including
some emerging nations, have
sought to impose their influence
and power, and how others
have sought to forge their own
destiny.

They develop insights into the
characteristics of a modern
nation and the crises and
challenges that have confronted
it. Students also consider ways in
which the nation has dealt with
internal divisions and external
challenges, and the paths that it
has taken.

Through their studies, students
build their skills in historical
method through inquiry, by
examining and evaluating the
nature of sources. This includes
who wrote or recorded them,
whose history they tell, whose
stories are not included and why,
and how technology is creating
new ways in which histories
can be conveyed. Students
explore different interpretations,
draw conclusions, and develop
reasoned historical arguments.

At Stage 2, students explore
relationships among nations
and groups, examine some
significant and distinctive
features of the world since 1945,
and consider their impact on the
contemporary world.
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ASSESSMENT
School assessment (70%)
• Assessment Type 1: Historical
Skills (50%)
• Assessment Type 2: Historical
Study (20%)
External assessment (30%)
• Assessment Type 3:
Examination (30%)
Students provide evidence of
their learning through seven
assessments, including the
external assessment component.
Students undertake:
• Five historical skills
assessments
• One historical study
• One examination.

SACE STAGE 2

SUBJECT:

Physics
___

___

Full year subject
Credits: 20
Learning area: Sciences

Prerequisite: It is recommended that students have achieved a
‘C’ grade or better in Stage 1 Physics before undertaking this
subject.

The study of Physics is
constructed around using
qualitative and quantitative
models, laws, and theories to
better understand matter, forces,
energy, and the interaction
among them. Physics seeks to
explain natural phenomena,
from the subatomic world to
the macrocosmos, and to make
predictions about them. The
models, laws, and theories in
physics are based on evidence
obtained from observations,
measurements, and active
experimentation over thousands
of years.

By exploring science as a human
endeavour, students develop
and apply their understanding
of the complex ways in which
science interacts with society
and investigate the dynamic
nature of physics. They explore
how physicists develop new
understanding and insights and
produce innovative solutions to
everyday and complex problems
and challenges in local, national,
and global contexts.

By studying physics, students
understand how new evidence
can lead to the refinement of
existing models and theories
and to the development of
different, more complex ideas,
technologies, and innovations.
Through further developing
skills in gathering, analysing,
and interpreting primary and
secondary data to investigate
a range of phenomena and
technologies, students increase
their understanding of physics
concepts and the impact that
physics has on many aspects of
contemporary life.

In Physics, students integrate and
apply a range of understanding,
inquiry, and scientific thinking
skills that encourage and inspire
them to contribute their own
solutions to current and future
problems and challenges.
Students also pursue scientific
pathways, for example, in
engineering, renewable energy
generation, communications,
materials innovation, transport
and vehicle safety, medical
science, scientific research, and
the exploration of the universe.

ASSESSMENT
• Assessment Type 1:
Investigations Folio
• Assessment Type 2: Skills and
Applications Tasks.
For a 10-credit subject,
students provide evidence
of their learning through four
assessments. Each assessment
type should have a weighting of
at least 20%.
Students complete:
• At least one practical
investigation
• One investigation with a
focus on science as a human
endeavour
• At least one skills and
applications task.
For a 20-credit subject,
students provide evidence of
their learning through eight
assessments. Each assessment
type should have a weighting of
at least 20%.
Students complete:
• At least two practical
investigations
• Two investigations with a
focus on science as a human
endeavour
• At least two skills and
applications tasks.
For both the 10-credit and
20-credit subjects, at least one
assessment should involve
collaborative work.
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SACE STAGE 2

SUBJECT:

Psychology
___

___

Semester or Full year subject
Credits: 10 or 20

Learning area: Humanities and Social Sciences

Since most of the dominant
paradigms in psychology in the
last hundred years have been
scientific ones, this subject
emphasises the construction
of psychology as a scientific
enterprise. Psychology is based on
evidence gathered as a result of
planned investigations following
the principles of the scientific
method. The study of Psychology
builds on the scientific method by
involving students in the collection
and analysis of qualitative and
quantitative data. By emphasising
evidence-based procedures (that
is, observation, experimentation,
and experience), this subject
allows students to develop useful
skills in analytical and critical
thinking and in making inferences.

Psychology also addresses the
ways in which behaviour can be
changed. It offers a means of
liberation for both individuals
and societies. It can help not only
individuals who are in distress
but also those who seek a more
satisfying and fulfilling life. It offers
a means for making society more
cohesive, creative, and equitable;
that is, psychology offers ways of
intervening to advance the wellbeing of individuals, groups, and
societies.

The distinctive benefits of studying
Psychology derive from its subject
matter. In general, the skills learnt
through Psychology are parallel
to those learnt in other science
subjects: how to be a critical
consumer of information; how to
identify psychological processes
at work in everyday experiences;
how to apply knowledge to
real-world situations; how to
investigate psychological issues;
and how to be an effective
communicator.
Psychology aims to describe and
explain both the universality of
human experience and individual
and cultural diversity. It does this
through the systematic study
of behaviour, the processes
that underlie it, and the factors
that influence it. Through such
study, students come to better
understand themselves and their
social worlds.
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However, every change also holds
the possibility of harm. The ethics
of research and intervention
are therefore an integral part of
psychology. Students and teachers
are referred to the guidelines
below on ethical study and
research.
An inquiry approach to
psychology is suggested. This
will enable students to define
the scope of their learning by
identifying investigable questions,
designing their research using
scientific approaches, collecting
data, and analysing and critiquing
their findings. The issues that arise
during investigations should be
informed by the application of key
scientific ideas, skills, concepts,
and understanding.
ASSESSMENT
10 credit Subject
School Assessment (70%)
• Assessment Type 1: Group
Investigation (20%)
• Assessment Type 2: Skills and
Applications Tasks (50%)
External Assessment (30%)
• Assessment Type 3: Individual
Investigation (30%)

20 credit Subject
School Assessment (70%)
• Assessment Type 1:
Investigations Folio (30%)
• Assessment Type 2: Skills and
Applications Tasks (40%)
External Assessment (30%)
• Assessment Type 3: Examination
(30%).
For a 10 credit subject, students
should provide evidence of
their learning through four or
five assessments, including the
external assessment component.
Students undertake:
• One group investigation
• At least two skills and
applications tasks
• One individual investigation.
Students should be provided with
assessment opportunities in a
range of supervised settings (e.g.
classroom, laboratory, and field).
For a 20 credit subject, students
should provide evidence of
their learning through eight to
ten assessments, including the
external assessment component.
Students undertake:
• One individual investigation and
at least one group investigation for
the folio
• At least four skills and
applications tasks
• One examination.
Students should be provided with
assessment opportunities in a
range of supervised settings (e.g.
classroom, laboratory, and field).

SACE STAGE 2

SUBJECT:

Research Project A
___

___

Semester subject
Credits: 10

Learning area: Cross-Disciplinary

Stage 2 Research Project is a
compulsory 10-credit subject.
Students must achieve a
C– grade or better to complete
the subject successfully and gain
their SACE.

The term ‘research’ is used
broadly and may include
practical or technical
investigations, formal research,
or exploratory inquiries.

Students enrol in either Research
Project A or Research Project B.
For Research Project A, students
can choose to present their
external assessment in written,
oral, or multimodal form. The
external assessment for Research
Project B must be written.
Research Project A and Research
Project B may contribute to a
student’s Australian Tertiary
Admission Rank (ATAR).
Students choose a research
question that is based on an area
of interest to them. They explore
and develop one or more
capabilities in the context of their
research.

The Research Project provides
a valuable opportunity for
SACE students to develop and
demonstrate skills essential for
learning and living in a changing
world. It enables students to
develop vital skills of planning,
research, synthesis, evaluation,
and project management.

ASSESSMENT
School Assessment (70%)
• Assessment Type 1: Folio (30%)
• Assessment Type 2: Research
Outcome (40%)
External Assessment (30%)
• Assessment Type 3: Review
(30%).

The Research Project enables
students to explore an area
of interest in depth, while
developing skills to prepare
them for further education,
training, and work. Students
develop their ability to question
sources of information, make
effective decisions, evaluate their
own progress, be innovative, and
solve problems.
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SACE STAGE 2

SUBJECT:

Research Project B
___

___

Semester subject
Credits: 10

Learning area: Cross-Disciplinary

Stage 2 Research Project is a
compulsory 10-credit subject.
Students must achieve a
C–grade or better to complete
the subject successfully and gain
their SACE.

The term ‘research’ is used
broadly and may include
practical or technical
investigations, formal research,
or exploratory inquiries.

Students enrol in either Research
Project A or Research Project B.
The external assessment for
Research Project B must be
written. Students can choose
to present their external
assessment for Research Project
A in written, oral, or multimodal
form.
Research Project B may
contribute to a student’s
Australian Tertiary Admission
Rank (ATAR).
Students choose a research
question that is based on an area
of interest to them. They explore
and develop one or more
capabilities in the context of their
research.
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The Research Project provides
a valuable opportunity for
SACE students to develop and
demonstrate skills essential for
learning and living in a changing
world. It enables students to
develop vital skills of planning,
research, synthesis, evaluation,
and project management.
The Research Project enables
students to explore an area
of interest in depth, while
developing skills to prepare
them for further education,
training, and work. Students
develop their ability to question
sources of information, make
effective decisions, evaluate their
own progress, be innovative, and
solve problems.

ASSESSMENT
School Assessment (70%)
• Assessment Type 1: Folio (30%)
• Assessment Type 2: Research
Outcome (40%)
External Assessment (30%)
• Assessment Type 3: Review
(30%).

SACE STAGE 2

SUBJECT:

Specialist Mathematics
___

___

Full year subject
Credits: 20
Learning area: Mathematics

Prerequisites: A consistent ‘A’ grade in Year 11 Stage 1
Mathematics (Specialist or Methods) in assessments and
examinations is recommended.

Specialist Mathematics draws
on and deepens students’
mathematical knowledge,
skills, and understanding, and
provides opportunities for
students to develop their skills
in using rigorous mathematical
arguments and proofs and using
mathematical models. It includes
the study of functions and
calculus.

ASSESSMENT

The subject leads to study in a
range of tertiary courses such
as mathematical sciences,
engineering, computer science,
and physical sciences. Students
envisaging careers in related
fields will benefit from studying
this subject.

Students provide evidence of
their learning through eight
assessments, including the
external assessment component.
Students undertake:
• Six skills and applications tasks
• One mathematical
investigation
• One examination.

School assessment (70%)
• Assessment Type 1: Skills and
Applications Tasks (50%)
• Assessment Type 2:
Mathematical Investigation (20%)
External assessment (30%)
• Assessment Type 3:
Examination (30%)

Specialist Mathematics is
designed to be studied in
conjunction with Mathematical
Methods.
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SACE STAGE 2

SUBJECT:

Spiritualities, Religion & Meaning
___

___

Semester or Full year subject
Credits: 10 or 20

Learning Area: Humanities and Social Sciences

Australia is a land of many
spiritualities and religions.
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander spiritualities are at least
65,000 years old, forming part
of the oldest continuous cultures
on the planet. Since Australia
was colonised in the late 18th
century, spiritualities and
religions have arrived with many
different groups of migrants,
making this country one of the
most multicultural and religiously
diverse in the world.

In this subject, teachers and
students use one or more ‘big
ideas’ to frame inquiry questions;
to explore issues, concepts, and
ideas; and to reflect on personal
and shared meaning within one
or more spiritualities and/or
religions.

While their definitions are widely
contested, spirituality and
religion both invite engagement
with the transcendent, and
provide meaning, purpose,
and a sense of belonging.
Spiritualities and religions can
inform an individual’s identity, as
well as their interconnection with
creation.
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At Stage 2, students engage in
reflective analysis in response to
stimuli such as guest speakers,
documentaries, and excursions,
contextualised by one of the
six big ideas. They explore a
concept or issue from a spiritual
and/or religious perspective and
collaborate with others to apply
their learning. They engage in
reflective practice to evaluate
their personal and shared
actions.

ASSESSMENT
School assessment
• Assessment Type 1: Reflective
Analysis (40%)
• Assessment Type 2:
Connections (30%)
External assessment
• Assessment Type 3:
Transformative Action (30%)
For a 10-credit subject, students
should provide evidence of
their learning through four
assessments,
including the external
assessment component.
Students undertake:
• Two reflective analysis tasks
• One connections task
• One transformative action.
For a 20-credit subject, students
should provide evidence of
their learning through five
assessments,
including the external
assessment component.
Students undertake:
• Three reflective analysis tasks
• One connections task
• One transformative action.
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