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DATES & EVENTS

14-16 MAY
NAPLAN Tests

20-23 MAY
Assessment Week

21 MAY
School Photo Day

1 JUNE
Iftar Dinner 
(at IQRA College)

5/6 JUNE
EID (TBC)

NEWSLETTER

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Asalamu Alaykum
Dear Parents,

The blessed month of Ramadan is upon us and will commence next 
week In Sha Allah. Please note that our school hours will change 
from 8:30AM to 3:00PM as of Monday 6th May 2019 to the end of 
Ramadan. 

Parents of students who take the school bus are to ensure that there 
is someone present at home to receive your children at least an hour 
prior to the usual drop off time. Parents who come and collect their 
children from school must ensure you reach the school by 2:55PM for 
a 3:00PM collection as the staff need the time to prepare Iftar for 
their families and cannot stay back. I would greatly appreciate your 
full cooperation.  

Parents please also note that there will be NO CANTEEN during 
the month of Ramadan at IQRA College. We would like everyone to 
respect the month of Ramadan, however we understand that the 
smaller children in lower primary school may not fast. These students 
should only bring a simple snack and lunch such as a fruit and a 
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“My Lord, increase me in knowledge”

sandwich. However, lollies, candies and other unhealthy junk food will not be permitted to respect this 
holy month. 

There will be Taraweeh Salaat every night at IQRA College starting at 7:30PM. Everyone is welcome to 
attend. IQRA College will host an Iftar on the 1st of June for our parents, staff, students and the 
community. Please save the date and we look forward to seeing you all there. 

In addition, IQRA College will also have an Eid-ul-Fitr prayer at the end of Ramadan. Information about 
the Eid Prayer will be sent to parents closer to the date. 

I look forward to our students understanding the sacredness of this month by ensuring that they are 
punctual to school, continue to work hard in the classrooms and enjoy this beautiful month that Almighty 
has given us.

We pray that this blessed month is filled with Almighty’s Rahmah, Blessings, Guidance, Forgiveness and 
Acceptance of our deeds. In Sha Allah Ameen. 

Ramadan Mubarak!

Wassalaam
Dr Ahdielah Edries 
(Executive Principal)

CLASS UPDATES
RECEPTION

Assalaamu alaikum

Welcome to Term 2 at IQRA College, I hope you all had a fantastic and relaxed holiday break with your 
children. The students couldn’t contain their excitement to be back at school ready to learn in our fun 
environment! This term we are focusing on learning blends in literacy as well as revising all letters and 
sounds to further our reading skills. Students will be writing simple sentences to include verbs, nouns and 
adjectives. In Maths we continue with addition problems, subtraction, subitising, measurements and data 
graphs. Students are really enjoying our Reading Eggs program so kindly continue these lessons at home 
as part of their homework routine to boost their reading skills. 
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In History students made beautiful drawings of a poppy field while 
learning about ANZAC Day. As an extra-curricular activity, we will 
continue to plant a variety of vegetable/fruit seedlings in our class to 
promote healthy eating. We have tons of Ramadaan/Eid activities in 
store for students to enjoy and understand the significance of this holy 
month. During Ramadaan kindly pack lunch for the very young students 
even if they think they are fasting. Wishing you all Ramadaan Mubarak.

Mrs Zulekha Naby

YEAR 1

Dear parents and caregivers, first of all I would like to say “Ramadan Mubarak”. In year 1 students have 
had a busy but wonderful start of the term. Students have been putting in great efforts with their 
Character Description and Narrative Writing. They have even written their own stories to share their 
knowledge of writing skills. In Maths they have learnt about length and 3D shapes with lots of concrete 
examples. Students are very much looking forward to enjoy the family Iftar Dinner scheduled in this 
month. Assessments will be ongoing as we are in the Second week of this term. So please keep up with 
the support in your child’s learning.

Thank you for all your support this term

Mrs Mandsorwala

YEAR 2

I am extremely excited for the new term. The children have also conveyed to me their excitement for the 
new term. Before the end of last term, the year 2 students had the opportunity to go on an excursion 
to Warrawong Wildlife Sanctuary. The purpose of this visit was to learn about native flora and fauna. 
Animals that the children were privileged to see included a carpet python, a barn owl, emus, and a blue 
tongued lizard. They also had a glimpse at a group of family kangaroos in their resting state.

PBL: To conclude our Project Based Learning from last term, the students completed posters about 
sustainability and how to sustain our environment. Their findings were collated, with the children putting 
them together the posters and presenting to their peers.

ICT: During this term, the students will be developing their touch-typing skills. This will enable them to 
improve their typing ability, a skill which is very important in this digital age.

English: Our focus this term will be on information report writing and explanation writing.

Science: The topic this term for science is Chemical Science. The aim is for students to explore and learn 
what happens when different things are mixed up together.

Maths: Our focus this term is on multiplication, division and fractions. Students will be participating 
in a variety of activities that will assist them in their learning journey.

HASS: In Humanities and Social Science, our attention is on natural and constructed features and places. 
In addition, we will be learning about historical timelines.

As Ramadan is fast approaching, I would like to wish you all a happy Ramadan and may the spirit of this 
blessed month remain in our hearts and light up our souls for the good In Sha Allah. Ameen!

Ms Sahra Mohamed
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YEAR 3

This term Year 3 are busy preparing for the upcoming NAPLAN tests which will be held in mid May 2019. 
Students received some NAPLAN practice test papers to complete during the holidays. They will be 
completing further practice tests during class and these will be marked together. This allows students to 
receive an explanation for each question, ensuring that they understand the content and what is expected 
of them. Year 3 are also learning to write persuasive texts from both Mrs Amin and Mrs Stone. This will 
also be the focus of writing for this term. We are looking forward to a busy term ahead with lots of hard 
work and a positive attitude!

Mrs Radia Amin

YEAR 4

Year 4A is back, rested and ready to delve into a new term of investigation and discovery. This term will 
prove to be exciting as Ramadan approaches and students look forward to the celebrations.

In numeracy, our mathematicians will continue to extend their understanding of partitioning, 
reading and writing of numbers into the tens-of-thousands. They will also be revising and extending their 
multiplication and division fact knowledge. Practising mental maths strategies to help build multiplication 
fact fluency is always a worthwhile activity for at-home learning. In literacy, the writing focus will be on 
recounts and expositions. Weekly spelling words with a phonics focus will continue as well as unit-linked 
grammar activities. Continue to help ensure students are reading for at least 20 minutes a day to build 
vocabulary development as well as reading comprehension. Regular trips to the library are encouraged!

Our HASS topics this term are Early World Exploration and World Biomes. Students will be 
investigating explorers and navigators from the past and their discoveries. They are looking forward to making 
discoveries of their own! Chemical Sciences are the new focus as students investigate natural and 
processed materials. Time to break out the lab coats as we run investigations to test their physical 
properties. STEM projects are in the development stage as students will be asked to plan, design and 
conduct experiments to create a working mini parachute for a small toy figurine.

As always thank you for your continued efforts in actively participating in your child’s education. 
Parents and caregivers hard work and dedication do not go unnoticed and positive communication and 
collaboration is always welcomed.

Mr Stephen Hafner
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YEAR 5

Welcome to Term 2. InshaAllah this term, the Year 5s are going to sit for their NAPLAN. And we are 
making the final push to prepare the students for the upcoming tests. We are also continuing with our 
Project Based Learning, which commenced in Term 1. Students are busy working on their group project 
and picking up essential skills along the way to help them complete their project.  

Activities have been planned to ensure that students 
will be able to learn, maximise their potential and 
have a bit of fun at the same time. For example, in 
Science, we plan to invoke their curiosity and explore 
the wonderful world of Physical Science. I hope that 
students will enjoy the learning that is going to take 
place throughout the term. 

I pray that the Almighty give us the strength and 
wisdom to carry out the planned activities so that the 
students will be able to benefit from them, InshaAllah. 
And finally, Ramadhan Mubarak to all. 

Mr Zamri Mohd

YEAR 6

A warm welcome back to all parents and students for term 2! The year 6 students are slowly adapting 
to the busy school routine and are anticipating the term ahead. For English, the class is focusing on how 
to construct a persuasive text. They are learning about the features and techniques of persuasion by 
analyzing T.V commercials and product advertisements. 

In Maths students are learning about percentages, how 
to calculate them off the cost price, convert them into 
fractions and how they are so relevant to our lives. In Science 
students are learning how liquids can change 
states depending on how much heat they 
are exposed to. They are conducting various 
experiments to solidify their learning and demonstrate their 
understanding.

It is good to see that students are making extra effort to 
improve their grades, character and overall attitude towards 
learning. May 
Allah grant our students understanding and knowledge and 
allow us all to reap from the fruits of Ramadan. Ameen.

Mr Dawood Perrotta
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YEAR 7

This term in our year 7/8 English classes we will be focusing on NAPLAN testing, text structure, where 
students compare and contrast news topics, and an innovative water persuasive assignment. The 
students have improved in their literacy skills and we will be working even harder this term to achieve 
higher goals and ensure we are ticking off all the boxes from the Australian Curriculum. 

This term we want to ensure we work together alongside parents to maximize their child’s learning. In 
our classes, we have also begun our own ‘I-can-statements’ which are a direct link to the Australian 
Curriculum. The statements are for each student to track what they think they have achieved, which will 
then be approved by myself. Ramadan Mubarak

Mrs Zahra Fathi

YEAR 9

Welcome back to a new term at IQRA College.

In HASS this term for the year 9 class, we will continue to look at how the Industrial Revolution changed 
the way of life for regular people, students are doing an essay on 4 different types of inventions that were 
made during this period and analyzing their impact today.

At year 10 level, we are looking at the movement of people and populations after the second world war, 
this ties in well with the Migration museum trip that we partook on in the first term, as students will now 
have a background on what migration was like at these times.

The first term we looked at conflicts that changed the world, Year 9 looked at World War One and year 
10’s World War Two. students were given assessment and tests to test their skills and knowledge on these 
topics for formal grading.

In Science across the year levels, we are moving into the fields of Physics, applied mathematics. The year 
8’s primary focus is on energy, the year 9’s are looking at Heat, Light and Sound, the year 10’s look at 
motion, force and renewable energy. Last term we finished off the field of Biology, the science of living 
things.

Science is split in the High school as follows:
Term 1: Biology
Term 2: Physics

Term 3: Earth and Space Science
Term 4: Chemistry
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At stage 1 level, students are asked if they wish to continue science, they must specialize in an individual 
topic, rather than Science in general. 

Further work on the lab has been done, including installing a state of the art smart board, new chemical 
storage and  extra safety measures such as an eye washing station to ensure that students are safe at 
IQRA College in the lab. Inshallah the lab will be used more this term for hands on experiments for the 
students.

Thanks for your continued support

Mr Andrew Reavley

RELIGION STUDIES

Students are generally fond of Art. At Iqra college, we try our best to integrate learning with fun activities. 
The students had to describe a piece of Art using the Modern standard Arabic. These types of activities 
allow us to extend children’s interests and to get to know them better and exchange various skills.

In our lessons, our learning strategies targets the following developmental elements:

-Understanding children uniqueness and individuality

-Recognizing each child’s values and skills

-Allowing children to express themselves

-Celebrating children’s achievements

-A child’s sense of becoming refers to the changes they experience as they grow, learn and develop. A 
child’s sense of being, changes overtime as they gain knowledge, extend their understandings, create 
relationships and develop skills. This enables a child to learn to participate actively in today’s society.

-Our aim at Iqra college is to graduate students that will be a great assets for our Australian Muslim 
community. It all starts from the class, from childhood , from taught experiences.

Sr Maya Sayegh
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The Benefits of Learning Outside the Classroom

Outside classroom activities are often authentic and engaging. Evidence suggests learning outside of the 
classroom can help raise achievement, improve classroom behaviour and increase students’ self-esteem. 
It can also improve the engagement of students, including those who are hard to engage. 

An extensive report published by Ofsted found learning outside the classroom contributed 
significantly to raising standards and improving students’ personal social and emotional development. 
In week 1, during Arabic lesson time year 1A and 1B students had the opportunity to connect with the 
real-world context outside the classroom. They used everyday materials to successfully build up and write 
short phrases.  

Dr Iman Ba-Bekir
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5 Common Winter Illnesses & Their Symptoms
Winter is arriving, and with it comes cold and flu season. You do your best to keep yourself and your family 
healthy, but despite your best efforts, you may still find yourself ill.

Common Winter Illnesses
It’s important to keep well during the winter season, particularly if you are at risk (very young, very old or 
with a compromised immune system). Here are some common ailments people fall prey to at this time of 
year, and how to tell their symptoms apart:

1. Common Cold
2. Flu
3. RSV/Bronchiolitis
4. Strep Throat
5. Norovirus

1) Common Cold
The cold is a viral infection marked by nasal congestion, sore throat, cough, headache and sometimes a 
low-grade fever. Colds are caused by several different types of virus and can occur anytime during the 
year, although they occur most frequently in the winter months. Most colds peak around day 3-5 but 
begin to improve with complete resolution of symptoms in about a week.

Pro Tip: Avoid the common cold by washing your hands consistently throughout the day.

2) Flu
The flu may initially be mistaken for a common cold, but it usually comes on quickly with high fever, cough, 
sore throat, headache, and body aches and pains.  The fever may last up to 5 days. The best way to avoid 
this illness in yourself and your family is to make sure everyone gets their annual flu vaccination.

In order to protect your loved ones from the flu, make sure you are getting vaccinated annually. 

3) RSV/Bronchiolitis
Bronchiolitis is a common viral respiratory infection. Symptoms include nasal congestion, cough, 
low-grade fevers, and wheezing. RSV, a particular virus that is often the cause of bronchiolitis, although 
many different viruses can cause bronchiolitis.  It too can resemble a common cold before it progresses 
into a more serious illness with wheezing, difficulty breathing, and dehydration.

4) Strep Throat
Strep is most often seen in school-aged children. Strep presents as a sore throat, headache, and 
stomachache. Some people will experience a high fever or vomiting.  Strep throat does not usually cause 
cold symptoms or coughing and it can usually be easily treated with antibiotics.

5) Norovirus
Also known as the winter vomiting bug, norovirus is an extremely infectious stomach bug. It can strike 
throughout the year but is more common in the winter. The illness is unpleasant, but it’s usually over 
within a few days. If you are ill with vomiting and diarrhea, it’s important to drink plenty of fluids to prevent 
dehydration.

Practice Prevention
No matter the time of year, it’s important to practice good hygiene, such as hand washing, coughing into a 
tissue, and avoiding contact with other people when you are contagious. If you find yourself sick during the 
winter months, your immune system will often handle it without any intervention. However, if you aren’t 
getting better or are getting worse, it may be time to see a doctor.

(From https://www.pasadenahealthcenter.com/2018/11/30/common-winter-illneses-and-their-symptoms/)


