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Upcoming Dates
27 May
Start of Ramadan
10 June
School Iftar
12 June
Public Holiday
26, 27 May
Eid Holidays
7 July
Last Day of Term 2

Term Dates
Term 2: 1 May - 7 Jul
Term 3: 24 Jul - 29 Sep
Term 4: 16 Oct - 15 Dec

From The Principal

Assalamu Alaykum Warahmatullahi
Wa Barakatu,
Dear Parents, Guardians and Care
givers.
We have reached the middle of the
second term at IQRA College and next
week we will be welcoming the holy
month of Ramadaan. On behalf of
the Staff and Management of IQRA
College, we wish you all Ramadaan
Kareem.
During Ramadaan, we will be
performing Isha prayer starting at
7.30 pm each night, followed by
Taraweeh prayer. All parents and
family members are welcome to join
our Taraweeh prayer. Please note,
there is a separate prayer area for
females, and we ask you to come with
Wudu.
We will be hosting an IFTAR dinner at
the school on the 10th June and we
invite all parents and family to join us
for IFTAR.
During Ramadaan our canteen will be
open during recess for the younger
students who are not fasting.

We have started the first term with 62
students and we currently have 95
students enrolled at our school. This
is due to the hard work, commitment
and dedication of our experienced
staff and teachers who have always
tried to achieve positive student
outcomes.
We have now employed 3 new
teachers. Mrs Hina Matloob who is
currently teaching year 1, Mr Zamri
is teaching year 5 and Mrs Joanna
McShane is teaching year 2. Mrs
McShane is also assisting with English
as a Second Language. We welcome
our new teachers to IQRA and each of
our teachers have different skills and
experiences which they bring to the
school for the benefit of our students.
Mr. Grant and Mr. Zamri’s classes are
located upstairs and more senior
classes will move upstairs as our
school expands, Insha Allah.
Two weeks ago, some of our students
have completed the NAPLAN testing
and we look forward to evaluating the
results of the NAPLAN testing.
(cont.)
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Class Updates

We have had school photos taken last week and you
will receive the photos which you have ordered once
the photographers deliver it to the IQRA.
We ask our Parents to kindly ensure that the students
wear their uniform each day to ensure our school’s
image is promoted. We refer specifically to the
appropriate black school shoes to be worn by all
students. Kindly assist us to promote the image, status
and reputation of the school.
Our teachers will record daily notes in the students’
diaries and we ask parents to read the notes in
the diaries and make appropriate notes/replies
if necessary. If you need to speak to any teacher
regarding any matter relevant to your child, please
make an appointment with Reception to meet with the
respective teachers. Teachers are unable to discuss
the progress of your child while they are on duty or
supervising their classes.
We also ask parents to ensure that their children
follow the instructions of the Bus drivers as the bus
drivers need to focus on safety issues while driving
the bus and is unable to discipline the students whilst
driving the bus. The safety of our students is an utmost
priority for the school.
The Management of IQRA is trying their utmost to
start years 8 to 12 next year. We therefore invite an
expression of interest from prospective students and/
or parents for year 8 -12 for 2018.
Shaheem Doutie
Acting Head of School

Class/Teacher Updates

We will continue all other aspects of our curriculum
including Literacy, Numeracy, History, Geography,
Health/P.E, Computing & Art. We are really excited to
begin our First Ramadaan Journey at Iqra College!

Wishing all parents/staff Ramadan Mubarak.
Wassalaam
Zulekha Naby

Ms Hina’s Year 1 Class
AssalamuAlykum everyone,

My name is Hina Matloob and I’m the teacher for Year1 at Iqra college. I have a Master’s degree in Chemistry
along with a Bachelor’s degree in Education.
Teaching has been my passion and profession for nearly ten years. I have had the privilege to work in some
highly reputed schools in India and The United Arab
Emirates.
I look forward to having a fun-filled and engaging year
that instills confidence and a genuine love for learning
in my students. I feel really excited to start this journey
together with my students and the parent community
whose cooperation is highly solicited.

Mrs Naby’s Reception Class
Assalaam- u alaikum

Welcome back students and parents to another busy
and exciting term of learning! Hopefully you all had
a restful break and ready to take on our world of
learning! We welcome several new students to our
class and sadly had to say goodbye to our Year 1’s; who
now have their own exclusive class.
Now that Ramadaan is almost upon us, we’re really
excited to be learning new Ramadaan crafts and
activities for example, building our own mini musjid
lanterns to be decorated to adorn our classrooms
and school. We’ll be focusing on the importance of
Ramadaan and how to accumulate good deeds by
making a Ramadaan good deed calendar to be filled in
daily; and we’ll be creating a Ramadaan/Eid wall. Our
morning practise will include reciting a verse from the
Quran every day to learn its’ meaning.
The students will learn the five pillars of Islam by
creating a structure denoting the five pillars, decorated
by the students and put on display! We will be making
some yummy Ramadaan treats as well to share during
iftaar!

The students in year - 1 have had a very busy start to
the term.
For Literacy, we have graduated from learning about
alphabet sounds to alphabet blends. The students
are listening for the sounds in the spoken words and
identifying the letters corresponding to those sounds.
A lot of emphasis is laid on daily dictation, reading
and the correct letter formation.
For Numeracy, we have honed our skills in counting,
addition and are now learning to tell the time to half
hour. For Science, the students are identifying the
characteristic features of living things and how they
interact with the environment.

For Humanities and Social Sciences, the students are
understanding how different members in a family
share their workload. Also, they can now identify the
natural and man-made features in their surroundings. We’ve had a lot of fun in Physical education with
students playing basketball and knowing how to keep
themselves safe.

In science, we will proceed with our unit on ‘Heating’
that delves into the features of materials that produce
and carry heat. In HASS, the classes will be exploring
cultural diversity in Australia and features of cultures
including celebrations, as well as geographical
information on various countries.

So, my ‘busy bees’ are enjoying exploring the beautiful world around them and also finding their place in
it in the process.
Ramadan Kareem and kind regards,
Hina Matloob

Mrs McShane’s Year 2 Class
Dear Families,

My name is Joanna McShane and I have recently taken
on the role of Year 2 classroom teacher. I am originally
from Scotland and have been teaching for seven years
in Glasgow, Birmingham and Adelaide.
I am delighted to be working at Iqra College and have
been very impressed by the enthusiasm, manners and
participation of the students so far. It was wonderful
finding out how multicultural our class is, with over
seven different countries represented.
This term we have a superhero theme in our classroom.
In English, students will be learning how to structure a
procedural text, use adjectives to describe nouns and
expand their vocabulary with a range of new ‘wow’
words. In Mathematics, we will continue our unit on
addition. You can help your child at home by practicing
adding three or more numbers and by adding on a
number line. Please also encourage your child to read
for at least 15-20 minutes per night.
I look forward to meeting you all in the next few weeks.
Kind regards,
Mrs McShane

Mrs El Ayoubi’s Year 3 Class

Assalamu Alaikum Dear Parents,
It has been a busy start to the term for sure! In the first
two weeks we were mostly occupied with the NAPLAN
testing. In week 1 we practised answering NAPLAN
questions independently and as a whole class, then in
week 2 all year 3 students participated in the testing.
I am very proud of the efforts that our students have
demonstrated in their very first NAPLAN.
The class has been adjusting to the new structure
being only a year 3 class after separating from the year
2s earlier last week. As part of a transition program, the
year 2 and year 3 classes will continue to have shared
learning times to minimise disruptions to the planned
curriculum.

In literacy we continue to develop our comprehension,
spelling and written skills through daily activities in
our reading and writing workshops. In numeracy, we
have started on working with numbers up to 10,000
and addition of larger numbers through problem
solving. Next, we will be exploring subtraction of larger
numbers, equivalent fractions, problem solving with
money and many more. We will keep you posted for
more!
Ramadan Mubarak to you all!
Mouna El Ayoubi

Mr Hafner’s Year 4 Class

Term 2 is flying by fast and students are continuing to
work hard. As classes have been filling up and the school
has been growing, classes have begun to be split into
individual year levels. Students are enjoying meeting new
friends and the added benefit of smaller class sizes.
In Literacy, students are beginning to learn about different
text types, layouts and text features. This term we’re
integrating our Geography into our writing. Students are
beginning to learn about information reports. Students
will be researching an African rainforest animal in order
to report and present their findings.
In Numeracy, students have been learning about
multiplication and division. We are learning a variety of
strategies in order to solve simple and complex problems
mentally. Parent participation and encouragement in
learning multiplication facts to 12x12 at home is greatly
appreciated, as it will enable their student to quickly and
more efficiently solve problems.
In Science we are delving into the world of chemicals.
Throughout the term students will be investigating the
properties and states of matter. Students will be exploring
solids, liquids and gases in order to determine physical
and chemical properties.
We are looking forward to what lessons and activities Term
2 will continue to bring. Stay tuned for future updates!
Mr Stephen Hafner

Mr Zamri’s Year 5 Class

My name is Zamri Mohd, the Year 5 teacher for
2017. I am delighted to be joining the IQRA family.
I started teaching in 2001 and my interest is in the
area of Numeracy. Prior to migrating to Adelaide, I
was teaching in the middle and upper primary levels
in Singapore. I arrived in Adelaide in 2014 and have
since gained valuable experience teaching in both
public and private schools. The local experience has
further allowed me to continue my development as an
Educator.
For Literacy, the Year 5s will be learning how to write
a Recount. They will be utilizing their creativity in
describing a story or event that had happened in the
order that it occurred. I am sure that there will be many
interesting stories that will be written and maybe
unearth the next J.K. Rowling.
For Numeracy, we are going to learn a range of topics.
One of them is identifying the relationship between
fractions and decimals. Another topic that we will be
learning is on Patterns and Algebra. The Concrete,
Pictorial and Abstract approach will be used in the
teaching and learning process.
For Science, we are concentrating on Physical Sciences,
learning about light and its properties. And they will
be conducting an experiment to apply the theoretical
knowledge that they have acquired and test the
validity of their hypothesis.
We have and interesting educational journey in Term
2. I am looking forward to it and hope that it will be an
enriching and enjoyable learning experience for the
Year 5s, insha Allah.

Mr Byrne’s Year 6/7 Class

This term in the
year 6/7 class we
are
investigating
fractions, decimals and
percentages in Maths
with a focus on times
tables and BODMAS.
In English we will be
looking at persuasive
and narrative story
writing. What makes
a good story and
what audience it is for? What is a hook line and how
important is it? What is persuasive writing and where
is it used?
In Art we will be looking at night and day, colour,
space and paper mache. In Science the year 6/7’s are
investigating Space, the solar system and night and
day. We will try to understand our place in space and
where we belong.

In Health we have been studying the importance of
physical activity and fitness. We will also look at the
importance of team games and being a good winner
and loser. In History we are looking at Government and
democracy. We are going on an excursion to the Art
Gallery and Planetarium this term.

Lastly, we have moved upstairs to a new room with
more space, feel free to come visit us anytime.
Kind Regards,
Grant Byrne.

Ms Hana’s Arabic/Qur’an/Islamic Values Class
It’s barely 1 week away!

With all the anticipation and hype around the
arrival of Ramadan, this year in particular, comes
the responsibility to think and plan for this month
wisely. Therefore in our class we will concentrate
more on reading Quran & Islamic values. The Prophet
Muhammad said, “No father has given a greater gift to
his children than good moral training” (Tirmidhi). Peace
and blessings of Allah be upon the Prophet.
The many aspects of Ramadan--fasting, prayers, moral
values, charity, Quran, family, Eid-- provide a valuable
opportunity to train kids. Whether they are your own
kids or kids we teach, education or training isn’t an
automatic or easy process. Children don’t bring empty
minds and fill them with what we say. Training requires
effort, energy and a few techniques to take off.
Here are some training tips and techniques to transform
your children’s minds and memories this Ramadan:

1. Let them get their hands dirty
“The great aim of education is not just knowledge, but
action.”
Children learn by “doing”. On average, students retain
75 percent of a lesson when they learn through handson activities compared to five percent through a
lecture or 10 percent through reading.
If, for example, you want to teach your kids the
concept of Zakat, get them to help you calculate your
Zakat, decide where to send the money, and mail the
envelopes. Action and implementation can occur while
children learn, not necessarily after!

The Prophet used to take his daughter Fatima with him
when he went for prayer at the Kaba in Makkah. Later,
in Madinah, he would bring his grandchildren, Hassan
and Hussain, to the Masjid as toddlers before they
knew how to pray.
A concept becomes real and important to children
when they experience it rather than simply read about
it. They’ll remember how to do it years later when
you may catch them telling their friends, “I’ve been
calculating Zakat since I was a kid!”

2. Involve their emotions
When children get emotionally involved in an activity,
they rarely want to leave it. Video games and TV shows
target children’s emotions. As parents and educators,
we can use the same technique for training.
Stories, songs, skits, crafts and games grab children’s
emotions. Once a child is interested and excited, she
is more likely to stay attentive till the end and get the
message you want to give. Just as we remember events
in our lives that were emotionally significant, children
remember concepts learned through activities that
were “fun”, “funny”, “exciting” or “different”.
Don’t be afraid to stir some fun into your training—
you don’t have to lose any content. Write a song about
Eid, create a Hadith treasure box, organize a Ramadan
trivia night, or read a story about Ramadan in Madinah.
If they enjoy it, the kids will come back for more!

3. Reveal the purpose
We often hear students complain, “Why do we have
to do this?” or “This math exercise is pointless”.
Unfortunately, we often hear responses like, “Because
I’m telling you to,” “Because you have to”, or worse,
“You’ll get a new CD player if you finish the book”.
Like us, if children don’t see the purpose or importance
of an action, they won’t have the motivation to complete
it. To avoid getting similar comments from your kids
about prayer or fasting, make sure they understand
the purpose. Before you begin any lesson, whether
it’s a story about the Companions of the Prophet or an
Eid craft, explain exactly why you are they doing the
activity and what benefits the children will gain from it.
Remind your children that they are doing acts
of worship to please Allah, not you. Explain why
we need to please Allah and how every action,
including washing dishes or math homework, will
help us achieve that goal. If children are praying
only to please you, when you leave, their motivation
and prayers will disappear.
If children are motivated to fast Ramadan or complete
the Quran for a material incentive (like a CD player),
they may never develop a love of Allah or an intrinsic

desire to perform the action. They may, instead, learn
to value material rewards and when the rewards
disappear, the actions may disappear with them.
Help your children understand that, for Muslims,
rewards don’t necessarily come in this life. They may
have to wait for the bigger and better rewards of the
hereafter.

4. Highlight the big ideas
“Education is what remains after one has forgotten
everything he learned in school.”
Ask yourself how many equations or formulas you
remember from your Grade 12 Math textbook. It may
be five or two or none. Let’s be honest - most of us
retained very little of the details we learned.
Children will not retain all the Fiqh rulings of Zakat or
Wudu or Salah?.and they won’t need to! Make sure the
little that they retain is exactly what you want them to
remember.
Focus on the big ideas, such as the awareness that
Allah is watching us, that we get our rulings from
the Quran and the Sunnah, that prayer is a means of
self-purification, etc. Repeat these ideas every day
in different ways. While your children instill these
principles in their minds, show them how to learn the
rest on their own, when they need it.
Help your kids learn “how to learn”. Teach them where
to find the Fiqh information they need or how to do
research on a topic and who to ask for information.
They will be better prepared if they master the basics
and know how to get the specifics. Memorizing every
ruling will be a waste of their time and yours.

5. Let them lead!
Children often take responsibilities more seriously
than adults. The Prophet, peace and blessings are upon
him, appointed young adults like Ali, Anas and Usamah
ibn Zaid, young adults, for important assignments that
sometimes required them to lead even older and more
experienced Companions.
Give children leadership over important tasks and
step out of the picture. Assign one child to wake up all
his siblings for Suhur. Let someone else be in charge
of updating the Iftar time every evening. Allow the
children to plan, budget and buy Eid gifts for all the
relatives. Let them choose which task they want to “be
in charge of”.
Thanks
Hana Alsare

IQRA Ramadan Program
Change of School Hours

School hours will change from Week 5 to Week 8
(Monday 29th May to Friday 23rd June), with the day
running from 8.30am to 3.05pm.

Nightly Taraweeh Prayers

Starting from Friday 26 May, Isha’ prayers will begin
at 7.30 pm sharp, followed by Taraweeh led by Sheikh
Ahmed Mostafa who will give a full recitation of the
Qur’an over the course of the month.

IQRA Family Iftar

On Saturday 10 June, IQRA College will host an Iftar
dinner with all parents and families invited to join.
Doors will open 4.30 pm for a 5.15 pm start, followed
by the nightly Isha’ and Taraweeh prayers beginning at
7.30 pm.

Canteen News

The canteen will be open only during lunch time (from
11.40am to 12.10pm) for Ramadan.
Please ensure your children have a filling breakfast,
and are well hydrated before Suhoor.
We also wish to reiterate that the school adopts a
strict ‘no nut policy’ to protect children with allergies
to nuts. No food containing nuts is to be brought into
the school.
If your child has an allergy that you have not informed
us about, please report it to the school.

Lost And Found

Ramadan 5 Cent Challenge

One of the objectives of Ramadan is to be more
charitable towards the needy. To help meet this
objective, students will take part in the ‘5 Cent
Challenge’.
What is the 5c challenge?
The 5c challenge is a competition between students to
see which class can collect the most money for charity.
All students are encouraged to bring notes and coins
to help their class win and earn good deeds.
Each class will have a tin to collect the coins. At the
end of the challenge, the coins will be counted and the
winning class will be revealed.
Where does the money go?
All money raised will be donated towards feeding the
fasting and Eid gifts for orphans and the poor.

We would like to remind all parents/guardians to
please write their children’s names on their uniform.
The office has been inundated with lost jumpers and
jackets, and we are unable to return them to their respective owners as they are all unnamed.
Thank you for your cooperation!

Fitness & Self Defence Classes

sdd

What does the winning class receive?
Each student in the winning class will receive
certificates for their achievement.

My Ramadan To-Do List

All students have been given a ramadan to-do list
consisting of 10 things to do for each day of Ramadan.
All they need to do is make sure they do the things
listed below throughout Ramadan, get their parents to
check, sign it and submit it to IQRA for their chance to
win a NEW SAMSUNG GALAXY TAB 3!
Daily To-Do List:
1. Kissed my parents hand before sleeping
2. Prayed five times a day
3. Made Dua for my parents and the Muslims
4. Did my bed after I woke up
5. Helped my mother at home
6. Read one page of Quran
7. Prayed Witr
8. Prayed Taraweeh
9. Prayed Duha
10. Fasted the whole day

Regular self defence training is a great way for children
to learn how to physically defend themselves, as well
as develop fitness and confidence.
After Ramadan, the school will start its fitness and self
defence program, running twice a week.

Qur’an Competition

IQRA College plans to host a Qur’an competition for
students in Term 3. The head of our Islamic Department
Shaykh Ahmed Mostafa, along with two other judges
will judge students on their memorisation, enunciation
and language.
We welcome all parents/guardians to come and view
this event. More information will be provided to
students in the coming weeks, and further details will
be published in the next newsletter.

2018 Enrolments for Years 8, 9 & 10
IQRA College is open for enrolments for students in years 8, 9 & 10 for 2018.
If you or someone you know is interested in enrolling their child, please visit
www.iqracollege.sa.edu.au/enrolment to print out an enrolment form to fill
in, or alternatively pick one up from the front office.

Address: 5 Majors Rd, O’Halloran Hill, SA 5158 | Phone: (08) 8298 2550
Email: info@iqracollege.sa.edu.au | Website: www.iqracollege.sa.edu.au

RAMADAN KAREEM
from
IQRA College

