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I am writing to thank all principals, teachers and staff in schools across Australia for
your efforts to provide continuity of education and safe learning environments for your
students.

I appreciate that we are living in a time of heightened anxiety, and that principals, teachers
and parents are worried. As a parent I too share these feelings. No person in Australia wants
to see a child or person put at unnecessary risk in any circumstance.

Schools play a unique role in the fabric of this nation. In times of emergency they are
familiar institutions that Australians turn to for their stability and reliability. The
professionalism and dedication of principals and teachers is always an inspiration, and in
hours of need a nation looks to its critical institutions to guide how they should act.

The coming months will be a challenging time in many communities across Australia, and we
are all being called upon to provide support in different ways.

I am aware that a small number of independent schools have chosen to stand down all
physical classroom delivery and move to alternative, or online classroom delivery. While
I appreciate that a number of jurisdictions are moving towards this form of service delivery
for their students, I am asking all schools to retain a physical classroom environment for the
children of parents who may not have a choice of keeping children at home. These might be
the children of essential front line workers who, in the absence of a classroom option, are
forced to make the decision to stop working in our essential services.

Students should also not be refused physical classroom access based on their parent's
employment.

I understand the pressure that you and your teachers are under in the face of the novel
coronavirus global pandemic, and the challenges presented by keeping schools open. While
I hope independent schools across Australia will recognise the need for taking this step, the
Australian Education Act 2013 does provide me with the authority to vary the approval of an
approved authority to include an additional condition/s, if I consider the condition to be in
the public interest.



Therefore I am advising you that I have varied your approval to include a condition with
effect from the commencement of Term 2, requiring schools to provide a physical classroom
environment for the children of parents who choose to access it.

While this condition is being introduced for all independent schools, it is
imperative that schools follow the advice of the health or education authorities of the
Commonwealth or the state or territory in which the school is located, including any
directions they may issue in regard to school shut downs. This is essential so that schools
continue their crucial role as a stabilising force in society and provide parental choice for the
attendance of students at a school location to undertake their learning.

I am calling on your continued support, and the support of all of your independent schools
in Australia, to work with the Commonwealth and state and territory medical health
experts, to follow their advice and guidance on how to respond to this global pandemic.

Yours

DA N
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